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| it was determined from LERNER"s secretary that the subjects 
were still in Wye, 
On 9/21/60, JOHN MACOMBER, District Reservations 
Manager, Pan-American World Airlines, 26-19 Bridge Plaza 
North, Long Isladd City, BY. advised SA CLANCY that he 
could not loo ate a record of reservations om the part 
of the subjects with his airlimes for the months of : 
September or October, 1960. He advised that he would. 
notify NYO when reservatiogs on the part of the subjects 
are placed,with his airlines. 


_ . On 9/28/60, Miss ALICE MORRIS, Rental Agent, 

i Queensview West Apartments, 33-65 2ist St., L.I.C., NY, 
im which development the subjectslive, advised SA CLANCY 

. that subjects were residing at their residence as of that 

date, She had no information contarning a contemplated 

| trip om the part of the subjectS, She will advise NYO 

when she obteins such information, | 


| NYO will submit an additianal letterhead 
| | menoxendun when Information is obtained reflecting 
if subjects are leaving New York City area, _ # ) 
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aan _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ee ANGELES FILE NO. 100-22682 ; 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ~ LOS 


e/ REPORT MADE AT nite WHEN MADE [ PERIOD FOR | | REPORT MADE BY : 
* hae WHICH MADE jf | 

X {208 Gls A ff 12-444 259,21,24, | JAMES W. CORCORAN . ESP 
ies TITLE . N\ / pe y 4 Fe a 2 a Lh | CHARACTER OF CASE ; 


es 

GERDA er. ot ERs nee Gerda Hedwig-Kronstein : 

eer aliases: cae Hedwig" nsen, Ifirs. Bernard. SECURITY MATTER - C 
L is f Ky oS 


per eey | Wie 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: - 


a 


geles, born 4-30-20 in Vienna, | 
ila, and na uralized at. Los Angeles : 
Now employed as executive sec- 
Por Screen Publicists' Guild, 1515 ; ‘ 
foe cads of the World, Holiywood. ‘Sub-_ - 
fject is wife of KOPEL LERNER who joined 
Communist Party under name of CARL BLAKE. 
- Local criminal records negative. Commun-. et 
ist activities of Subject set out reflect-_ at | 
ing her transfer to Rast Hollywood Commun- . a 
oho ist Club 8-21-44 at which time she held 
mas i - GPA membership card No. 44,716. Descrip- 
es ‘tion set forth. — ; 
~ SE nee JNS | | [| 
: oe + cA Gi : ; ‘ 


i. .. .| DETATLS: aie Nn repert is based on information received-ffom a confi- IN 
x : ; dential informant advising that the Subject is a member of 
ele aes ommuni st Political Association. 
oo "a. ip 
; GERDA atbiic LERNER, nee Gerda ‘Hedwig oie with 
aliases: Gerda’ Hedwig “Jelsens (AES » Bernard (euSens Mrs. Carl Lerner, y 


- irs. sy Lerner. 19S 
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| ADDRAGY 24 gos R118 rey! “ha . 
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According to Source A, Ci if LERNER, noted later to be the husband of 
the Subject, has been listed as an Sccupant of the above address since October 
21, 19%2. Source A advised that to the best of his knowledge the LERNERS still 
are occupants of this address. : 


CITIZENSHIP 


Records of the Los Angeles County Registrar of Voters indicate that 
irs. GERDA LERNER, 51413 DeLongpre, registered as a Democrat October 23, 1943, 


“@ertificate’ number D-457,775. At the time of registering as a voter Subject 


gave her place of birth as Austria but indicated that she had been naturalized 
at Los Angeles August 27, 1943. : 


Citizenship records as produced in the office of the Clerk of the 
United States District Court, Los Angeles, revealed that GERDA HEDWIG LERNER 
was born April 30, 1920, in Vienna, Austria; last lived in Vaduz, Lichtenstein; 
and emigrated to the United States from LeHavre, France, to New York City under 


the name GERDA HEDWIG KRONSTEIN on April 6, 1939, on the 'SS Paris.' 


The Los Angeles Immigration and Naturalization Service records dis- 
at the Suoject was issued Certificate of Arrival No. 2-663,900. The 
mi tga States District Court records further indicate that the Subject filed 
yeslaration of Intention for citizenship September 29, 1939, under the name - 
DATVJENSEN, at which time she was residing at 3311 Broadway in New York City. . 
fer Petition for Naturalization, No. 105,536, was filed at Los Angeles April 6, 
1943. The court records failed to indicate that her naturalization certificate 
had been issued tat Los Angeles Immigration and Naturalization files reveal that 
she was admitted to American citizenship on August 27, 1943, as indicated in the 
voters! records. : 


Witnesses to the Subject's Petition for Naturalization were TIM BAAR, 
studio technician, 337 North Reno Street, and EVELYN HECHTLINGER, housewife, 
2260 Lake Shore Avenue, both in Los Angeles. 


Additional information on this Subject contained in the“United States 
District Court files indicates that she was married to BERNAR , ENSEN on April 
12, 1939 at New York City. These records also contain an affidavit from RACHEL 
PRAGER, of the W.A.A.C., 3729 Cahuenga Boulevard, which affidavit is dated 
March 16, 1943, and states that the Subject is known to have resided in New York 
City from the summer of 1939 until May, 1941. Her occupation as given in the 
court records is that of an X-ray technician. 


Los Angeles Immigration and NaturaLization Service files further 
indicate that prior to being naturalized the Subject heid alien registration 
No. 1,875,575. These records also disclose that she was divorced from BERNARD 
JENSEN August 18, 1941, at Reno, Nevada. 


= 
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EMPLOYMENT . 


‘Information received from Source Bas of August 28, 1944, reflects 
that GERDA LERNER was employed as executive secretary for the Screen PubLicists' 
Guild, 1515 Crossroads of the World in Hollywood, California. Source B declared 
that her duties with this employees' guild included attendance at meetings of 
the executive board, committee meetings, general membership meetings, and 
handling banking duties for the guild. Source B further pointed out that the 
Subject was affiliated in her guild activities with one TE AYLOR, the business 
manager of the Screen Publicists' Guild. It is noted that” informants of this 
office have failed to furnish any information reflecting Commnist tendencies 

on the part. of TED TAYLOR. >< 


- RELATIVES 


‘ Aecording to“records of the United States District Court, the Subject 
was married to KOPEH“ LERNER at Lo anges on October 6, 1941. This information 
was verified by Los’ Angeles County herfiage records, which reflected that GERDA 
JENSEN was married to CARL LERNER at“he 


s Angeles on October 6, 1941, at which 
time she gave her maiden name as GERDA KRONSTEIN. Her place of birth was given 
as Austria and her occupation as a magazine writer. At the time of her marriage 
she gave as her address -21455 Ivar Avenue. ney ai was given as ROBERT 


| __AMRONSTEIN, born in Austria, and her mother as 1,/MEUMANN, born in HURgETy~ 
sg geen ene, % t 


on 


It is here noted that CARL LERNER, whose real name is KOPEL LERNER, 
has been made the Subject of a separate investigation by the Los Angeles Field 
Divison, it being known that he joined the Communist Party under the name of, | 
CARL BLAKE (see Los Angeles file 100-20501). According to Source C, the eet 
ject'sS husband on August 13, 1943, was issued transfer card No. 12,930 refleck- 
ing his transfer from the Machinists! Branch of the 20th C.D. Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party to Branch 57-3 of the Midtown Section. 


ees 


CRIMINAL RECORD 


Wo record of an arrest for the Subject could be found at the Los 
Angeles Police Department or the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office by Special. _ 
Agent MANUEL SOROLA, who checked the Subject's name and aliases against the 
records of these agencies on November 2, 1944. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITY 


Source D revealed on January 10, 1942, that MAURTCEAQQURPHY, executive 
secretary of the Hollywood Chapter of the ppagene of American Writers, in a letter 
dated August 25, 1941, to FRANKLIN LSOM,! © the New York Chapter of the League 


-3- 


HW 46303 Docld:32726636 Page 15 


HW 46303 


LA 100-22682 ‘ 


mentioned that a GERDA JENSEN (possibly identical to the Subject) had come into 
the Hollywood offices of the League that day. MURPHY added that he had learned 
from her what New York had been doing in forming a young American writers! or- 
ganization and that he was taking her with him that evening to a student council 
meeting so that she could explain what is going on in New York. It is observed 
that the Subject once gave her occupation as that of a magazine writer, was re- 
ported to have first come to Los Angeles in May, 1941, at which time her name 
was GERDA JENSEN. vo 


{t was learned from Source E early in 1944 that the records of the B 
Club of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party contained 
on a membership list the name of GERDA LERNER who had registered for 1944 on 
December 14, 1943. These records disclosed that the Subject had paid her Com- 
munist dues through December, 1943. 


of the Northwest Section when MARJORIWPOTTS, paid membership director of the 
Northwest Section, was discussing an identified girl. At that time, according 
to this informant, MARJORITE POTTS stated that GERDA (believed by the informant 
to be GERDA LERNER) almost had apoplexy over the things this girl had done and 
said. Source F was unable to furnish additional information, however, regarding 
the details of this discussion. ; 


On May 19, 1944, Source F neon that he was present at the headquarters 


Source G on dune 30, 1944, made available to Special Agents DAVID A. 
MacCULLOCH and ROBERT W. HOLLMAN the names of the members of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist organization. These lists were 
maintained by MARJORIE POTTS as a basis for enrollment of Communist Party mem- 
bers in the newly-formed Communist Political Association. On the List of mem-. 
bers of the Hollywood Club there appeared the name "GERDA L." - believed by the 
informant to be GERDA LERNER, of 51415 DeLongpre. 


Information was received from Source C reflecting that transfer card 
No. 15,034 dated August thrmli the, signed by "C,.B." as secretary, was issued to 
GERDA LERNER, 51415 DeLongpre, Olympia-4747, indicating her transfer from the 
57-Hollywood Branch to the East Hollywood Communist Club. This transfer card, 
as furnished by Source C, disclosed that the Subject was enrolled in the new 
Communist Political Association and held 1944 membership card No. 44,716. 


On September 26, 1944, Source’H advised that JOHN HOWARD KAWSON, play- 
wright and leading Communist figure in the Los Angeles area, was told that. the 
Thursday night meeting would be held at the home of HOREEIETRTAERIAN, motion 
picture director and also a ieading Los Angeles Communist. “ This informant in- 
dicated that the meeting referred to was that of Club A~3 of the Northwest Sec- 
tion. Surveillance at BIBERMAN'S home, 3259 Deronda Drive, by Special Agents 
DAVID A. MacCULLOCH and JOHN R. VICARS revealed that among those observed enter- 


‘ing the BIBERMAN home were the occupants of a 1931 Ford Roadster bearing Cali- 


fornia license 89-P-451, which car is registered to CARL LERNER, 51413 DeLongpre. 
Shc 
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This car was driven by a man who was accompanied by another man and a woman. 


DESCRIPTION 
Age 


. Height 

’ Weight 
Eyes 
Hair 
Complexion 
Sears and marks 
Race 
Occupation 
Marital status 
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| The latter possibly was the wife of CARL LERNER, the Subject of this case. 
Source I, who is familiar with Communist activity in the Los Angeles 


area, stated on October 31, 1944, that he had no information regarding Com- 
munist activity on the part of the Subject of this case. 


' 24.(borii 4-30-20 in Vienna, Austria; natural- 


“ized at Los Angeles 8-27-43) 
5t qi 
135 
Blue 
Brown 
Fair / 
None 
White 
Executive secretary, Screen Publicists' Guild 
Married; husband, CARL LERNER 


CLOSED 


LA 100-22682 


SOURCES 


SOURCE A“ H. S. HUTCHINS, City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Power and Light. 


SOURCE B - Records of War Price and Rationing Board No. 20, 1700 North Vermont, 
Los Angeles. ; 


SO den = FOIA(b) (7) - 
a 
SOURCE D - 


SOURCE # = Highly confidential source at Communist Party headquarters made 
available to Special Agents ROBERT H. EGAN, STMON i§. LOCHER, and 
MARCUS M. BRIGHT. 


SOURCE’ F -]  FOrA(e) (7) = 1D) 
' SOURCE G - FOTA(b) (7) - (D) 

, = 
SOURCE H - FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


SOURCE I - CARL ABBOTT, head of the Subversive Detail, Los Angeles Police | 
Department. 


, 


The above sources are carried as such in compliance with their 
request that their identity be kept confidential. 
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\y IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO December 4, 1944 ‘ ea 
FILE No. : pe 
. Pe 
pg 4 a 
eo | a 
oe Gee ‘cere 
4 us Director, FBI. GERDA HEDWIG. LERNER, nee 
. Gerda Hedwig*Kronstein, w.as. 
RE: - SECURITY MATTER - C 
Tm Dear Sir: ; 
t is recommended whet a Security Index. card be prepared 
<2. relative to the individual named, below: ce 
. “the 
GERDA HEDWIG 
: Gerda Hedwig~ ‘Jensen, Mrs. Bernard Jensen, 
‘ urs. carl” Lerner, Mrs.~ ‘Kopel Lerner 
/ of eek Wl pe 
f 4 RéStdenceAddress : Sige DeLongpre, ‘Los s dbonives tude 
i 
: Business Address: Screen Publicists' Guild 
f 1515 Crossroads of the World 
f : ‘Hollywood, California - 
i, scne8 1, Nabi ve.POrn Alien ~ _&  Naturalized ; 
f og 
F eee 
/ ~ 
op? —_X — Communist Bek German ______ - Miscellaneous 
i 
/ _..... Fascist (Italian) _.._... Japanese eta ae 


f 
Date of Birth __-April 30, 1920 


; Place of Birth _ Vienna, Austria 
Entered U. 5S. 


Naturalized (date) _Augst 27, 1943 
U. 


Naturalized (place and Court) 


ee ae si legs 
JC: ESP ~ 
100-22682 
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Los Angeles, California 
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“ special Agent in Charge February 27, 1945 


/ ‘ ‘ “ “ \ 


‘Los Angeles, California RE: SECURITY MATTER a ai 


» Dear Sir: . . o - 3 aa 


i . ts a 
Please be advised that a security index card ae ceen 
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as follows: 


\ 


ads Be ; - 1 a" i 7 { 
Lemme, MRS. KOPEL WATURALIZED . COMMUNIST 

nee: _. @ (Austrian), | 4 

Gerda Hedwig Kronstein ¢ : St tae: . 


aliases: Gerda Hedwig Lerner we A 2 : ‘ 
mS Gerda HedwigYensen . — . s oh SO 
Mrs. Bernard Mensen e . 

Urs: Carl’Lerner 


54th DeLongpr e ; : ee ae ves" 
Los Angeles, > Palit. (Res. ) : . aa . . Sa 
‘2 Sereen Publicists' Guild ae ae ye 
~~ 1515 Crossreads of the World ~ a a | 
Hollywood rifabitere (Bastddn s should be checked immediately for accuracy’ 1 2 
_against the information contained in. your files, and the Bureau should | ec 
be informed of any discrepancies. You will prepare Without delay a are ae 
5" x 8" white card captioned:-as above and reflecting your investigative ONS 


case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File. 
In the event the above ception is not correct, the card you prepare: should . 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should be informed of the’ correct 


caption. 
The caption of the card prepared aid filed in’ your Office 
3 - mu sia kept current at all times and the Bureau Ten of 
pe ariges=madet therein in that connection. AF ; 
coin MUNICATIONS SECTION | A a 


& FEB 27 1945 p.m. 


i BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Ra ee EEL 


hah gaT ns VS phe Pigs rer state 


MAILED1S ‘a 
i 
t 
-! 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director ALL TNTORRAY 

. ° oN . HERETT 1S uxe 
SREP sh Be Se te, Dare S| AA 


me 
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Gee card be cancele@OMMUNICATIONS SECTIGN | “re fe” as 

Ladd : “ie B 

— This m 11M ALCED: Joie ypur immediate attention. YEE 
-_ a Cee) 


~ 


a a oa 


October 13, 1948 


SAC, Ios Angeles 


oe ® 


RE: GERDA HEDWIG LERNER, WAS. 

: SECURITY MATTER - c 

Dear Sir: *- -Your file 100-22682 
-A review of the files at the Bureau in connection with this subject 
has revealed that a report has not been received from your office concerning 
‘the subject since ut report of Special Agent James W. Corcoran | 


dated 42 haat, 


While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
a report be submitted periodically on Security Index card subjects: unless the 
subject is also a top functionary, it is felt that in view of the tense inter- 
national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set- 
ting forth the extent. of the subject's present activities in connection with - 


the Communist . Party. . and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 


session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are 

considered a threat to the internal security. Z 
In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 

summary form the information contained in your files not previously reported. 


Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious a 
“material should be avoided. Where a description cf the subject has not been 


reported, that, too,’ should be included in the report and‘also placed on the 
reverse side of the Security Index card in accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter No. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. 


In the event the subject’s current address is-not the same as that 
which appears on the Security Index card, you should correct the Security 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security. 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. 

In order that the Security Index will contain only the names ‘of those 
individuals who can be. considered to be a threat to the internal security of 
‘this country, the Bureau desires that you carefully appraise this case and if 
it. appears that. the subject, based on his present position.and activities or 
past position and activities, cannot be considéred such a threat, then in ad- 
dition to submitting the report. -you~should foe omnene epee the Security Index 


>t 


eens FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Mise Gandy Op fh, “U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


John Edgar Hoover 
* Director 
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LESS 1, 


| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


fs . Tits case ORIGINATED at ifS ANGELES , - : : . FILE NO. 1G60=286a2 
REPORT MADE AT & . DATE WHEN Wkbe ; , saa FOR REPORT MADE BY Pp 
7 neue. < Ww icH MADE an 
8 ANORLES “Wah 0/25 627 «89 |TOBALIUB As she tls 
ee a E, Pe 4 SSS 


fh) CHARACTER OF CASE 
GSUBA. wEpate RRM, teostures siete Rrenagtedn, . 
was Gorda Hadvig Jengen, Mres Bernard Jensen, [SECURITY MATTER = € 
___ res Sard | lexner, Lirie Sopel, ad 


; ; 
| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject vee sat  daubad Cael, LERNER and two children 
at 142 Nohewk: tea eOah ea, Subsest. roturnad to 
the United geakee 2 salting a tour of aoveral 
Surepetn countries: Malaet the Spall of 198. Subject was 
@ dslogete from the U. S, Congress of Amorioan Kenen to 
tho International Wosents Conference Ju Budapest, iungery > 
Dogember 203, 190, Subject made a report on the confer~ 
ence to a meeting of the Lar Angelos Chagter, Congress af 
fmordean Noreen, 1/27/19, at 3600 South Testera Avanus, Loa 
fugoles,: Luring thie report, sujet made the utatone’ 
that she waa. eéhaned ta admit to mosbers ef the Congroae 
that she io on American, Subject waa Béucattonal Direotor — 
of the Las Angeles Chapter, Oongress of Acerican Novon, 
on end, acoording to a conMidmitial dnformant, is a momber 
i er the Bethune : Club, Les meee County: Conmundet aad 


nace 


» REP ANB Baroou fie. 100-267253 + ; Ae 
‘Bureau letter te, les hone dated Osteber Ms IG. Nu 


nn.. —— on a an | 
RES IDRONe | . 


fen Angele d TL advised oa Decexber 30, 19468, that the subject and 
hor huabend CARL: LEAN, wees, heve purchased a heme at 1:26 ohewk Strect, 
igs Angeles, and, with their two ehildron, wuslly ruside theres Thig. 
informant advised that, at that tire, Shey were On ant oxtendad trip te 


APPROVED AN AND SPECIAL AG! ENT 
|__ FORWARDED: IN CHARGE 


i. ‘ bO NOT WRITE IN THESE SUACES 
| a _ 
eI 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


‘Bureau 
Washington Plold 
es laa. angeles | 


Vb A é _ gui mronamion conc ge 


a 


SERA E eas TTR 
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Washington and Kansas but were expected to return to Los Angeles in the early 
part of December, 1918. 


It was subsequently learned from the January, 199, issue of 
“Women in Action,” a bimonthly publication of the Los Angeles Chapter, Con= 
-gress of American Women, an affiliate of the Women's International Democratic 
Federation, that the subject left the United States in August, 198, to make 
a tour of several European countries and to be a member of the American 
Delegation to the International Women's Conference which was held in Buda=< 
pest, Hungary, the first week of December, 1948. This issue of "Women in 
Action" further reflects that the subject returned to'the United States in 
January, 19449 . 


. ‘EMPLOYMENT : 


Los Angeles T-1 also advised that the subject is an X-ray techni- 
cian but has been unemployed about one yeare . ; : 


\ 


COMMUNIST-PARTY ACTIVITIES: 


Ios Angeles T-2 advised in May, 1947, that the subject has been a 
member of the Commmist Party approximately 4 years and was transferred 
from the Griffith Park Club, 13th Congressional District Section, to the 


-. Bethune Club, Hollywood Section, Los Angeles County Commmist Party, in 


Los Angeles T=} advised on January 29, 195, that the subject and 
her husband CARL LERNER sent a telegramto the Ambassador Hotel, protesting 
the action of the management of the hotel in refusing to allow the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee to use the dining room of the hotel for a 
dinner meeting, February l,, 1945, in honor of PAUL ROBESON and for the pur= 


197. 


- post of raising funds for the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. 


los Angeles T-l) advised that the subject attended a meeting of 
the Gung-Ho Club, Hollywood Section, Los Angeles County Communist Party, 
at the home of VALERISXMARGOLIS, 2207 Willeta Avenue, Hollywood, California, 
May 5, 1947. The informant further advised that an announcement was made 
during the meeting that the Woments Conference of the Los Angeles County 
Commnist Party which had been scheduled to meet at the home of the sub« 
jeot on August 16, 1917, had been postponed to a later dates 


Los Angeles Tl, advised that the subject attended a meeting of 
the four community clubs of the Los Angeles County Communist Party at the 
Screen Writers and Cartoonists Hall, 6272 Yucoa Avenue, Los Angeles, 


# 
> 
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August 20, 1947. According to the informant, ene from the\Phosres~ 
sive Bookstore, Los Angeles, an outlet for Commnist-Party literdture, dis~ 
cussed the book entitled, ?he\Great Conspiracy,” and SIDXDAVIS, Director 

of th opie ' s Educational Center, Los Angeles, recommended to those present 
a course in political organization which.was then being taught at the summer 
session of the Peoplets Educational Center. 


Los Angeles T-5 made available a copy of chs publi cation{"Wonen 


4n Action," which reflects that the subject was leaving the United States at 


an early date to make & tour of murope but was eae to return to the 
Tnited Statese 


It was wandequsnely learned from an article in t aily People's 


World, : Communist headed and controlled newspaper published on the West_. 


& 


% 
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Coast, the subject had returned from Burope and would make a report { 
on the vapneeape aa Women's Congress which she attended from December 2nd - 
to the 8th, "1948, in Budapest, “Hungary. cording to the article, this 
report was to be made ata meeting of the : Ame} 
uary 27, 1949, at 3000 Southwestern Avende, Los Los Angelose 


This being an open meeting. with all members of the Los Angeles 
Chapter, Congress of American Women, affiliated organizations, and other 
groups in sympathy with the aims and objectives of the Congress of American 
Women being invited to participate, the Reporting Agent attended and heard 


: ‘the subject state, during the course of her report, that, when she met a 


group of women delegates to the convention from the Greek partisan forces, 
she was ashamed to admit to them that she was an Americane 


fhe subject further stated that she had made a tour of several 
European countries, including France, Austria, and Hungary, prior to attend- 
ing the convention and talked to many people in these countries. The sub- 
ject attempted to make a comparison of the condition of the populace in 
the countries who are recipients of Marshall Plan aid and of countries 
which she referred to as countries having democratic governments and who 
are not receiving aid under the Marshall Plene She stated that countries 
not receiving Marshall Plen aid who have adepted the new democratic form 
of government are recovering rapidly from the effects of World War II, 
and the people are happy, while those who are receiving Marshall Plan 
aid have been retarded sa this aid in recovering from the effects of the 
ware 

The Januery, aiid issue of "Women in Action" reflects that the — 
subject has been active in the Los Angeles Chapter, Congress of American 
Women, since its formation in 191;6 and, prior to her departure for Europe, 
was the Educational Director of the Los Angeles Chapter. 


§ ; | 
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i, ~—.The Los Angeles Chapter, Congress of Americen Women, which has 
its headquarters at 6536-3/lths Victorie Aveme, Los Mmgeles, California, 
the home of HELENANOREFJOR and BE TAWILLETT, both well known members of 
the Los Angeles County Commnist Party, is, according to literature of 
the organization, particularly "Women in Action, a branch of the National 
Congress of American Women affiliated with the Women's International Demo~ 
cratic Federation, with headquarters in New York City. — 


{ 


H 


General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 
: a ® 


los Angeles,"}-6' /T7 » and T-8 advised that the subject has main- 
tained contact with members of the Eos Angeles County Commmist Party, but 
they were unable to furnish specific information regarding the reasons for 
the maintenance of these contacts. 


- Phe records of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office and the 
fae . Kos Angeles Police Department, which were checked by SA MANUEL SOROLA on 
 .October 25, 19h,8, contein no information perteining to the subjecte 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: | 


The following physical description of the subject, which is being 
. get out for the benefit of the Washington Field Office, was obtained by a 
- review of the subject files 


Age: 38 ; 
Birth dates April 30, 1920 
Birthplace: Vienna, Austria 
Heights 507" 

Weights 1355 pounds 
Byes: Blue 

Hairs . Brown 

Scars and marks: None 

Races White 

Sex: Fermzle 
Citizenship: Naturalized at Los 


eles, Calife, 
8/27/43; petition 
Noo 105536, filed 
at Los Angeles L/6/3 


ee 


a : 
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CITIZENSHIP RECORDS: 


Records in the office of the clerk of the U.S. Court, Los 
Angeles, reflect that GERDA HEDWIG LERNER immigrated to the United States 
from Ia Havre, France, to New York City under the name GERDA HEDWIG 
KRONSTEIN on April 6,.1939, on the SS PARIS.e Records of the Los Angeles 
Immigration and Naturali,ation Service reflect that the subject was 
issued Certificate of Arrival No. 2-663900. The U.S. District Court 
records indicate that the subject filed a Declaration of Intention for 
Citizenship, September 29, 1939, wmder the name GERDA“JENSEN, at which 
time she was residing at 3311 Broadway in New York City, The court _ 
records failed to indicate that her naturalization certificate had been 
issued, but-Los 4ngeles Immigration end Naturalization files reveal that 
She was admitted to American citizenship on August 27 » 1943-6 


RELATIVES : 
Husbands: CARL LERNER, was. 
Kopel Terner and 
. Ceri Blake 
Birth dete: June 17,1912 
Birthplace: . Philadelphia, Pennsyl~ 
Father: ‘ 
Birthplace: ois 3 
‘Mother: — ro vsTel ie 
Birthplace: 
PENDING 
ot 
-_ 5 -= 
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LEADS : 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


At Washington, D.C.: 


Will check the passport records of the State Department to 7 
ascertain the purpose of the subject's tour of Europe and to determine 
if any irregularities occurred in the obtaining of a passport by the , 
subjectae . 


‘LOS ANGELES OFFICE 
At Los Angeles » Californias 
” - Will follow, end report activities of the subject as regards her 


membership in the Los Angeles Chapter, Congress of Anerican Women, end the. 
‘Los Angeles County Communist Party. 
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The confidential informants listed below were designated by 
_ temporary informant symbols for office security: 


Los ‘Angeles T-1 - Mra. E. RAY SMOOTS, neigh- 
bor of the subject who 
: 3. esteq anon it 


_.. Los Angeles 
. “ Los Angeles T-3 - ae EOTOE ERTS, —aanaeer ; 
i * og Anbasss Hotel 
: = Los Angeles Tay 
Los Angeles T-5 - Mrs. FIGRENCE TOLEETER, 511 
_ North Maple Drive, Beverly 
; : .° Hillis, Californie, who 


thes Angeles | 
_ Los Angeles 
Los Angeles 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ree Aer omiiMareS at ja ARGSESS FILENO. § NoeB064,5 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE STM ADE. REPORT MADE BY 
WAGRIIOTON, De Ce 9/23/98 5/18 ,28/49 JOON U. JACROLIKE BAR 
cena weoure | Lae ei, p00, Gerda Be dude Kronatein, CHARACTER sa CASE 
wae Gerda Hedwig deneany Ero. Bernard Jensen, SSCULTRY BATTER @ € - 
/Eea. Gard lerrer, Epo. opel, Lovrer 


SYNOPSISOF FACTS:  Hegerds of Passpert Division, Peparteent of 
 ~Btabe, reflect gubject isaucd pacepert 
Gano749 on May 4, 1948 fer a propseed diz 
sonth's trip te Lieehtenstelon, Switecrland. 
and Sogland for the purpece of vielting - 
Telatives, Her two children wore included. 
Backaround information set forthe 


| HEYRRSROSs Buraay file PINGIG7 2536 = 
; Report of Special Agent TCBALIUS A. HALL dated 
' Apel 27, 1049 at Los Angeles. 


PETALS: e EOLA Le) (7): = (Dy 


Confidential Inferaan’ ann identity is moun te the 
moreau, gade avallable information consernlag subject ae U6 appeared tn the 
reocrds of the Paseport vision, Hepartannt of Stabe and the folleding 
infoveation waa poted therein: : 


QHD LER wes Leaued passport. 203743 en May 4, 2048 by 

the Department of State at Zashingten, BD. C. for a proposed siz month's trip | 
te Wechtensiain,: iuitecrland and Rngiand for the parpose of “virlt my father, 
|. @hoter ang vente? 


APPROVED AND Papen. SPECIAL AGENT | = 
eEROvED ANE ; Fea ces bO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT: 


3) se GOSOO 
# Log Ages , (40029682) 
2 «« Gaghingten tied 


| [niet nceerniees) 


“ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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we 
yi FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
iP? ' 
v | 
Piece ne eS ar LOS ANGELES FILENO. 100=20645 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE POOLE R DE: REPORT MADE BY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 5/25/49 (Af10, 13/49 | JOHN V., JACKOLSKT EAM 
: : @ CHARACTER OF CASE 
je aEDAEC LERNER, nee, Gerda Hedwi, wig, Kronstein, = 
‘wae Gerdagjedwig Jensen, “Mr s Sa ,Bernard’Jensen, SECURITY MATTER — ¢ . 
| Mrs. Carl herner, irs. Kopel*Lerner . J Se : 
. } ie 
| SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Records of Passport Division, Department of 


State, reflect subject/issued passport 
#223743 on May 4, 1948 for a@ proposed six | 
month's trip to Liechtenstein, Switzerland 
and England for ‘she purpose of visiting 
relatives. Her’two children were included. 
Background information set forthe 


|_| BBFERENCE: Bureau file #100-267253, 4 7 ; 
_° Report of Special’ Agent ICHALIUS A. HALL dated 
| “ . April 27, 1949 at Los Angeles. 
\ a 
3 — f) 
\-.-- | DETATIS’ AT WASHINGTON, D.C. FOIA(b) (7) - (D) A 
“LE yee At f 


Confidential Informant{ __ whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, made available information concerning subject as it appeared in the 


records of the Passport Division, Department of State and the’ following 
\ information. was noted therein: 


GERDA LERNER was issued passport #223743 on May 4, 1948 by 
the Department of State at Washington, D. C. for a proposed six month's trip 


to Liechtenstein, Switzerland and England for the PURO ee of "visit my father, 
sister and uncle. 


APPROVED AND 


© NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
Ah : FORWARDED: pe 


Lede sh 7 — | RecORDED - 9 | 


ey a ytd - 3 
FF 8B “r F Soo) | 


Si MAY 25 i949 


% @- Bureau merece ces 
Los toga 
2 = Washins Hon Field 4, 


WEOEE Nh ten ces 


va 
Ae oe ae TID 
| ge BO" Fmdan ioe pestis | ast 
| ae DATE UN G7 eer ICE 


Pa 
A, 
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In an application for this passport dated May*20, 1948 at Los 
Angeles, California, subject informed she was born on April 30; 1920 at 
Vienna, Austria; she emigrated to the United States on April 6, 1939 and 
resided continuously in the United States at New York, New York; Reno, Nevada; 
and Los Angeles, California. She stated she was naturalized before the United 


States District Court at Los Angeles, California on August 27, 1943. Certificate 


of Naturalization #5847195 was indicated as having been "seen and returned" 
by the Passport Division. ; 


ar 


Aa 


Subject further informed her father, ROBERT KRONSTEIN, not an 


American F, TLopy En in Vienna, Austria, wasresiding at Vaduzin, Liechtenstein; 


her mother, ILO} KRONSTEIN, born at Budapest, was deceased, She stated she was | 


married on Octéber 6, 1941 to CARE, LERNER, born June 17, 1912 at Philadelphia, 


Pemsylvania; their permanent re$idence was at 1426 Mohawk Street, Los Angeles 26, 
“California. She indicated her maiden name t 


Zoe. GERDA HEDWIG KRONSTEIN, and 
stated she was previously married to BERNAREFJENSEN in April 1939 at New York 
City who was born in Vienna, Austria and emigrated to the United States in 1938. 
She further informed this marriage was terminated-by divorce on August io7s 
“She indicated she intended: to leave the United States from the port~of New York 


on August 4, 1948 sailing on board the SS America, Her two childre STEPHANT: 
JEAN, born and DANIZL ANDREW LERNER, porn[ omer | 
FOIA (b) (6) “ 2 
were included/in subject's passports ~ 
She furnished the following description of herself: 


Height: 45:7" 

Hair: Brown 

Eyes: Blue 
Occupation; Writer 


{ant in support of subject's application for passport was 
ALEXANDEA| GREENBERG, 826 S, Hobart, Los Angeles, California who stated he had 
nown subject for seven years. : 


No further information concerning subject was reflected in the 
records of the Passport Division, Department of State. 


~ TE RSRRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~ 
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_ ASSISTANT ATTORI 
; Criminal Divisté 


GENERAL ALEXANDER M. CAMPBELL © August 30, 1949 


‘DIRECTOR, FB @. - CONPSSENTTAL 
a GERDA 1G gBRNER, nee “2 Tete 
q Garda laws scongiein, WABe o 
Gerda hichin ensen . . phe a) 
ties of Be mgrd, Jengen 4 A 
hrs. \ent’ Lerner = . : hi f 
Me, # Ure. RepalLermer . se 
| \ SECURLTY HATEER ~ 0 . ; . 
pa ee . 
It is desi red to eal] this case to your atténtion as one for 
. possible denaturalization and doportation. : 
see HR , Dateio£ birth: ' April 30, 1920 - 
' ' Placé of birth: _ Vienna, Austria j 
Naturalized : fugust 27, 1943 | 
is Los Angeles, Galifornia oo 
Residence: 1426 Mohawk Street : aS 
les Angeles, Califormia 
Bnplloyments _ Unemployed (housewife). 


A reli able and confidential informant has advised that Gerda Lerner 
was a wember of» the: B. Club of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles 
- County Communist Party during. 1943 and on. December 14, 1943 registered with 
_ «the same Club for the year 1 Pade 
Copies of. all pertinent reports have been furnished to the Division 
of Records and attached ta copies of this memorandum designated for the 
Immigration and Hatarals zation Service are two copies each of the following 
Eapores! ; 


‘Report of Speciad ‘gant Sawha W. Corcoran, dated 2 acenber Ay 19445 
at Los Angeles, California. ee a 
Report of Special Agent “Tagaliue’ f hy Fall, stssarll 3) > 1949, | 
at Los Angeles, Calsforni as Sy SW iy ¢ 7 | 
2, NS Q. oe ayaya 
: vy ee ag “Lp, Nae = gan: 


Tolson 


F gPPSSRESSEB EES 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


- Form No.1 


we ee si sh a %, ie yt Sit TA Seiad “an aad pa ica nen Sica: Sena 2 eel eS ee %, 7 i --o + a Soe 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 18 Apae — FILE NO. 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE . PERIOD FOR . REPORT MADE BY 

169 AWELS, CALE, msi Toeansus A Ae BALK 
TITLE , Oo CHARACTER OF CASE 

GA Mea 2 EKER, Bae Gerda | Hedet ict 


— Sonaa, ahaa Lccgay th ine. Barna Jensen, 


we gc enem: Subject te reportedly ae ae 
She biol ane h saaler 


ie PLSD dated Mey 235. 69 ab 
‘Report. ef aA OnE Bs van fbep diesluiod ; 


tamper ly 


ApCLL 27g 1949 ak lee angeles. 
DEVALISS 
Es ee 


Pl of te om reliability advised on Septenbar. ly 1929, that ox 
Ject and her husband cag Eat, Wats CARL BLARE, ROPEL LERNER, were. Leaving 
ioe Aegeles for New Tork, becanse OShh GSNGER hae & position there, T+] wan 
unsble Ge learn what, bird of peaitéen he hag, bub steted thet he travelg, atay= 
ing ie one ety several, sentin and then nevirg te eaother nity, Tek believed 
ta be reldabies advised on Septenbur 12, 1949 that Eve, LER de Living of 
etter ete ana Stross Apartzent 3. By dacksen Heights, Saanay Rew ote 
, ar 2060 2 a Street, A : stevia Ss HO ig aly Hew Yor: 


APPROVED AND : SPECIAL AGENT. | 
FORWARDED: : ae IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


ALY, INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ea Ber 
B 


U.S, GOVARNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 7—2034 
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1 eemacereammer aaa (gee gen ENCE: a 
(hee fe. RESIDENCE: 
aye Gea 3 2 ae 7 PT of known reliability advised on September..1, 1949, that sub- 
* |v  sject and her husband CARES LERNER, was, CAREZBLAKE, KOPELVEERNER, were leaving , 
[-\0* Los Angeles for New York, because CARL LERNER has a_position.there. T-1 was 


| “7 unable to learn what kind of position he has, but stated that he travels > Stay- 
ying in one city several months and then moving to another city. T-2 believed 


DEC 11196 f/re! | 7 foe 


ie. a 


a : : eS . on Loe 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION! 


HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ANGELES ‘ FILE NO. | 100-22682 


AT : DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR. REPORT MADE BY ah hd 
Sone HICH MADE Jam 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF, 10/17/49 10/11, 12/49 ‘ICEALIUS A. HALL 
ay, ae : @ ; : CHARACTER OF CASE 
GERDA HEDWIG LERNER; nee Gerda Hedwig Kronstein, 


was. Gerda, Hedwig&Jensen, ey) ere Onsen - SECURITY MATTER ~ C, 
Mrs. CarifLerner, Mrs. Kopelterner, °* = 


TITLE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


of Communists in Europe. LERNER was delegate’: 
ft to International Women's Congress in Budapest - 
Hungary, December, 1948. Stated she visited 
Austria and Hungary and talked to many C.P., 
leaders. LERNER is Educational Director, L.A. | 
Chapter, C.A.W. 


P 


REFERENCE: Bureau File 100-267253 | | 
“Report of SA JOHN V. JACKOLSKI, dated May 25, 1949 at WShingt 


‘ 
° ° 


eport of SA ICEALIUS A, HALL, dated April 27, 1a to Ange. 
- % Ae é 5 
DETAILS: 


to be reliable, advised on September-11, 1949, that Mrs. LERNER is living at 


either 35-15 72nd Street, Apartment 3 B, Jackson Heights, Queen >» New Tork a 
or 2060 23rd Street, Astoria 5, Long w_York hi 


“ronwanor, £ <3 ned 
COPY DESTROYED 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES REAR Ree 

OD me ff A -¥UNUED = 9 
oa: ne’ 
INDEXED - 98 £ 4/ 


o 
3-New York “of \ 
3-Los Angéies): WN 

i? 


Ly 


ey eel 


aah / 


Be 
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COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES: 


T-3 of known reliability advised ‘that oanna SERIE of the Congress 
of American Women was guest speaker at a meeting oftHé"Wéytlake Secti on Council, 
Los Angeles County Communist Party held at the home of MOLLYE. and CHILBERMAN, 


1954 Argyle Avenue, Los Angéles on the evening of February U, 1949.7 


T-3 furnished the following resume of GERDA LERNER's speech. 


LERNER stated that on her recent trip to Burope she was in Hungary | 
and Austria and the people are solidified. She stated that the Women's Inter- 


national Democratic Federation in Europe is taking over a great deal of the 


leadership and this is quite a contrast towhat it formerly was. when the mén 
were the only leaders. She stated that the outstanding leaders in the W.I.D.F. 
are menbers of the Communist Party, and that tremendous work is being done by 
the organization. It represents eighty-one million women who are working for 


peace. 


LERNER stated that the C.P. is a legal organization in Europe, does 
its work openly and above board, works effectively and anyone can become a menber 
just as one can be a Republican or a Democrat in the United States. She stated 
that great progress has been made in Europe and that the Soviet pase military 


budget has been cut one half. 


LERNER stated that while in Hungary and Austria she was in contact 


. nh ‘outstanding CP leaders and talked with them. 


LERNER. told those present that she came to their group to discuss 
conditions in the United States and desired that they take steps to organize 
Women's groups in each community in their area, including Caucasian, Negroes, 
Mexicans and Jews. She stated she was not there to ters them how to do their 


Party work, because nee. .was their problem. . 


LERNER stated that the leadership of ‘the C.A.W. in the United States 


as it is in Europe is made up of C.P. members. 


LERNER" talk was followed by a few questions, ane being whether it 
was true that Russian soldiers, on going into some of the countries, during the 
war, terrorized men, women and children. LERNER replied that she was sorry to 
say that it was true, but not to repeat it to anyone outsidethe group. She 


stated that she verified this in her talks with CP leaders.’ 


To a question esate the C. P. in Yugoglavia, LERNER eosiied 
that the C.P. there does its work openly, no one is forced to Join, but anyone 


may, even Connon eS: priests. 


a é 
: See ue 
ee 
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Regarding Poland she stated that it is the best developed 
country in Europe other than Soviet Russia and has made the most progress. 
She stated that United States troops in Europe terrorized the people and are 
worse than the Nazis. : 


LERNER stated that the C.A.W. would be glad to furnish speakers 
when they were ready to start Orgs Heine groups in their communities. 


She dened: those present not to mention to anyone that she had 
attended the Section Council Meeting of ee C.P. or was in any way affiliated 
with the C.P. 


On March 8, :1949, Special Agent ICHALIUS A. HALL, attended an 
sa meeting of the C.A.W. at 3000 South Western Avenue, Los Angeles. This \ 
eeting was’ in commemoration of International Women's Day. GERDA LERNER made 
a bhief speech on the condition of women in Greece and asked for donations for: 
the Greek Partisan PORgeS= 


“ T-1 reported on . April 30, 1949 that GERDA LERNER was elected 
Educational Director of the Los Angeles Chapter, C.A.W. at a meeting held on 


-April 22, 1949 at 27123 West Seventh Street, Los Angeles + 


1-3 made available a copy of the magazine tineeiieai Women in 
Pictures," a souvenir journal of the National Convention, C.A.W. held in New 


York City in May, 1949. This magazine contains a picture of GERDA LERNER, 


HW. 46303 


under the caption, "In Los Angeles, GERDA LERNER, delegate to Budapest, 
brings back the message of the Wei. D.F. Congress to the C.A.W. cmap Execu- 
tive Board. ; 


‘The Daily Peoples World on Way 4, 1949 contained article which 
reflects that GERDA LERNER, delegate to the Budapest Women's Peace Congress, 
would be one of the speakers at a Mothers Day Peace Rally at one p.me, Satur- 
day, May 7, 1949 at the City Terrace Culture Center, 3875 City Terrace Drive, 
Ios Angeles. This rally was sponsored by the American Jewish Congress and 
the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order. 


The June 1949 issue of Women In Action, the official publication 
of the Los Angeles Chapter, C.A.W. furnished by T-3 reflects that GERDA LERNER 
was one of the ten delegates from the local chapter, C.A.W.-to the National . 
Convention, C.A.W. held in New York City in May 1949. It also reflects that 
she is Educational Director of the Los Angeles C.A.W. 


The Congress of the American ‘fomen was cited by the Attorney Gen- 
eral on May 27, 1948 as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835, Part 3. 


«3 
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HW. 46303 


The following physical description of GERDA HEDWIG LERNER is set out 
for the benefit of the New York Office. 


Birth Date: 
-Birthplace 
Sex: 

_ Race: 
Height: 
Weight: — 
‘Eyes: 

Hair: 

Other data: 


:- ° Citizenship: 


Docld: 327278638 Page 37 


April 30, 1920 
' Vienna, Austria 
Female . 
White 
Sugt 
135 pounds 
Blue 
Brown 
Wears glasses; prominent nose, thick lips, 
dresses sloppily , 
Naturalized at Los Angeles 8/27/43.. 


PENDING, 


L.A. 100~22682 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
‘Mr. W: A. CARMICHAEL, District Director, Los Angeles District 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, advised on September 23, 1949 that 
GERDA HEDWIG LERNER is under consideration by the INS as a possible subject 
for " cancellation of citizenship proceedings. 


Both GERDA HED NIG LERNER and her husband are subjects of Security 
Index cards in Los Angeles Division. 


“5 
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L.A. 100-22682 


LEADS 


‘THE NEW.YORK CITY FIELD OFFICE, 
At New York, N.Y. 


- ‘Will verify subject's residence in 1 New York, either at 35+ 15 72nd 
Street, Apt. 3-B, Jackson Heights, Queens, New York or at 2060 - 23rd Street, 

_ Astoria, 5, Long Island, New York. Subject will probably contact function- 
aries of the Congress of American Women, inasmuch as she has worked diligently 
in the organization in Los Angeles. 


THE 10S ANGELES FIELD CPFICE, - 

At Los s_Angeless 

Wa upon verification of subject's residence in New York, forward 
Form FD 128 to the Bureau . 
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“L.A. 100-22682 
INFORMANT PAGE 
The Confidential Informants listed below were designated 
compensa: informant symbols for office eae 4/30/49. 
-T-] FOIA(b) (7) - (D) SA MERLE L. PARKER, 9/1/49. 
T-2 - Mr. ERNEST Ve HARNESBERGER, 743 North - 
Longmont Avenue, San Gabriel, Califor- 
nia from whom LERNER is buying a house 
at 1426 Mohawk Street, Los Angeles. 
eo S38 roratbi(7] - 1) | SA MERLE L, PARKER 2/23/49 


7/12/49. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


oor 


es . 
Che Memoiaundum ° UNITED STs: JES GOVERNMENT. 


Director, FBI DATE: December 9, 1949 
| a FROM : SAC,New York | 


q SUBJECT: GERDA HEDWIG LERNER, wee 
SECURITY MATTER -C 
(Bureau File #100=267253) 


. Reference report of SA ICEALIUS A. HALL, Los Angeles, 
dated 10/17/49 


The residence of 2060 23rd Street, Astoria, Long Island, 
New York; was observed to be a new two-family “house. The mail box listed the 
tenant residing there as THOMASHPOLO. 


Myf #45 
Through a telephone call to Mrs. es POLO, 2060 23rd Street, 
Astoria, it was ascertained that Mr. and Mrs. CARL@LERNER were also tenants in. 


that house and his telephone. number is RA 683316" oe 


: Confidential Informants Pee ee all of know 
reliability, who are familiar with Communist activity in New York, were not 


acquainted with the subject. RUC. 


ce: Los Angeles (100-22682) 


- CRCsEMM 
_- 100~96769 


RECORDED © 5 


~ pameven . 5) 


“DEC il 161 


i iwsie Eis 
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oe . FD-128 
mi | & | ; i (10-19-49) 
Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
to: DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: December 20, 199 
be FRoM@_SAC, LOS ANGELES 


OQ 


SUBJECT: GERDA HEDWIG-LERMER, wa. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(Bufile 100-267253) 


The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- 
gation by this office. The _New york City Division has verified the perma 
_hent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 


addresses listed below. The New york Division is being considered 
_ the new office of origin. Sg 


Residence Address: 2 Q “a 
esidence nese 2060 2 rd_stree 3 Aap yD 


n jand, New my) ? 
Business Address: Unknown vA 
= —T1 
: 2 
< . wre — bal ©) 
' das B83 —t = 
Check the following applicable statements: > he z 
—_ = J 
x This individual has been the subject of a Communi st Liidex Cardy 
x This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card: eS 
~ (The Bureau is. requested to make the appropriaté changeg in the 
Security Index at the Seat of Government. The™- 


w Yor 4 
Division should affix the addresses reflected" above and the °* 


appropriate case file number.) . a ook ee 
_._—« This: subject was tabbed for Detcom. . cog oer 
eee This subject was tabbed for Comsab. 2 
eee This. subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. 
a Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 
oe A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. 


The following pertinent items are being. forwarded to. the new office of origin 


_with its copies of this letter: We iv ha g 


te 
ae Security vades Cards in triplicate RECORDED - a 


DE- ae aes (specify) s 


\ BE he &. 7 ‘ 


35 co #80 -- “Report of SA ICEALIUS A. HALL dated April 27, 1919 at Los inielee: 
a. #36 - Report of SA, JOHN V. JACKOLSKI dated May 25, 1949 at Masatne en) Det. 


te 
PbS 


Bite f 
anal’ £1 
NE CCsy he is | RUC  INTORIEATION ¢ CONTAINED = 
DEC 1 1 Ad poet HEREIN 18. CS Ta CLL. 
ae ork Cityig< Division Une. ) EI: HER gd BY re * 
‘lis jew ; 
1000-22489 
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ca ; : mS FD- 122 os 
SA (10-19-49) 


Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To : Director, FBI "parr; August 22, (1950 
- prom £4 SAC, New ees | 
f , { yo 
bs b “SUBJECT: GERDA nepwictlERNER, wa. tbh LTD 
4 "SECURITY MATTER - C | 
: Bufile 100-26 7253 4. Ce ce a 


; It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared. on the. | . 
above captioned individual, — 


X —- The Security Index Card on the captioned: individual should be 


changed as follows: (Specify change only) oe 
ALIASES = 
- z 
SRace = SEX NATIVE BORN_ NATURALIZED. __.. ALIEN 
2 ee eee te aca arcs 
_COMMUNTST oA SOCIALIST WORKERS. PARTY _ INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


-wrscethiizous (Speck ty )_ 


TAB FOR DETCOM: TAB FOR COMSAB 


DATE OF BIRTH | PLACE OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


Unemployed - Housewife 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


CAR :mat 


200" 96769. i cre 
EC 111964” a 
ee | : did 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT $9 ‘YOREC ; EY Fie no. Aao-96789 ES 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN , PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE , REPORT MADE BY 


6 28 19506/16,2337/9,21/50 | CIABORN R. cuBATAAe 
CCHARACTER OF CASE 


SEGUALTY MAPEIR = © 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject resides at 2060 23ré 
Strest, Astoria, Geeens, Long 
. Island, ped York, and ia - 
gaplered as a housewife. Sub- 
ject was B “mesber of the Communist 
| i Purty for four yeura, oe of lay, 
1O47, aad en af tet d&te was a 
wesber of the Rebtume Club, 
Holiyaoed Section, Les fngeles 
Gounrty Communist Party. Subject 
was a delegete te the Secand 
Yomen's Congress held in Eudagest, 
Pel Bungary, in Docesber of 1948. 
\ She ie presently Uheirean of 
' the Child Care Qeamittes, Congress 
of Aweriesn Vomen. 


DETATIS: | RESTORNOR ASD RUPE orumee 


Confidential Informant tal, of known relisbility,. 
advised in Becexber of 1949, thot Br. and tire.. 
CARL LESTER wore veuidiag at 2060 23rd Street, 
Asteria, Queens, Long Telend, “ew York. 


APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT 
H FORWARDED: IN CHARGE : DO NOT WRITE IN THESE. SPACES 


i COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


&: Senin (100-267283) 
3= Bes Fork 


+ -PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT. eu “tS. CONTENTS “ARE . ROAM ER Coe 2BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, fag ts tt day 
_ os = u's) coveRNMENT- i tuliibretee ? 16—-§9255-1 
é re So) HS ce 2 
\ By cited, ees , 


Pe Saree 


PTS aaa Sea oe 
és ~* $e0s, See 
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a — s eer — ah a SEN EN 


ee | | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION y a V4 


Ne «Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT Ei’ YORK NY FILE No. Loos ) VS 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE. | REPORT MADE BY 
NEW YORK AUG 2 8 19506/16,28;7/9,11/50 | CLABORN R. CHEATHAM 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
' GERDA ae ise Wa. SECURITY MATTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject resides at 2060 23rd 
Street, Astoria, Queéns, Long 
yp Island, New York, and is 
/ \fe- employed as a housewife. Sub- 


ject was a member of the Communist 
Party for four years, as of May, 
1947, and as of that date was a 
member of the Bethune Club, 
Hollywood Section, Los Angeles 
County Communist Party. Subject 
was a delegate to the Second 
Women's Congress held in Budapest, 
Hungary, in December of 1948. 

She is presently Chairman of 

the Child Care Committee, Congress 
of American Women. 


prpee caer ae 


RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 


Conti dential Informant T-1, of known reliability, 
sed in December of 1949, that Mr. and Mrs m 
: ae were residing at 2060 23rd Street, 


APPROVED AN Df 
FORWARDED: 


cory cen ag 
NOV, 24 iy orig} dei: REPORT 


| 
GS Bureau (100-267253 ) 


3~ New York aL Oe : At an 
> = _ Ang COPN. are TLL INFO HE MATION CONT PAINE 5 


ba HEREDY IS UN Lf SETED | 


PROPERTY Tae TIAL REPORT Ay AND iTS CONTENTS ARE LOmfeb Forbes Rae 
\ EN 
BN DEC 1 t 10° Ava exMY! ebenen vis. BManment PRINTING OFFICE  16—-59255~-1 


Ff 
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NY 100~96769 


ae J Y 
Confidential I mant T-2, of known reliability, advised on 
July 11, 1950, that CARS G LERNER resides at 2060 23rd Street, Astoria, Queens) 
Long Island, New York,“and was the subscriber to telephone number 
RA 8-8331. 


Inquiry in the neighborhood of 2060 23rd Street, Astoria, reflected 
that GERDA LERNER is unemployed, a housewife, and has two sm@l1l children. ~ 


COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES 


Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, advised in fg 
1947, thet GERDA LERNER was a Comnunist Party member for four years, as‘of 
May; 1947, and that in 1947, she wes a member of the Bethune Club, 
Hollywood SECEEORs Los Angeles County Communist Party. 


‘Confidential Informant T-4, of known reliability, “stated that 
GERDA LERNER, a member of the Los Angeles Congress of American Women, was 
going abroad in August of 1948, and would contact the National Office of 
the Congress of American Women on her way through New York. She was des- 
cribed as an able and enthusiastic congresswoman, and as a talented writer. 


It is to be noted that the Congress of American Women has been 
eibea by the Attorney General of the United States as cone within the t 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 1 


Confidential Informnt T-5, of known reliability, advised that _ 
GERDA LERNER was a delegate to the Second Women's Congress of the Women's ns 
International Democratic Federation, Budapest, Hungary, of which CAW is an affiliate. 

7 

The March, 1949, issue of the Congress of American Women bulletin, 
"Around the World," lists the CAW delegates to the Second International 
Women's Congress held in Budapest, Hungary, in December of 1948. GERDA , | 
LERNER, Los Angeles, California, is listed as one of these delegates. 


Confidential Informant T-5, on May 12, 1949, furnished a list ; i 
of committee members of the Congress of American Women who were scheduled . | 
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NY 100-96769 


to serve on various committees at the Nationel Convention of the Congress 
of American Women. According to this informant, GERDA LERNER of Los 
Angeles was a committee member of the Committee of Resolutions. 


The June 19, 1949, issue of the "Daily Worker" carried an 

article entitled, "Peace Is 3 Woman's 3" which describes the National 
Convention of the Congress of A held in New York City in 
May of 1949. GERDA LERNER of Los mabelee appears in a group picture of 
the Resolution Committee. , 

; Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability, advised on 
January 17, 1950, that the subject was Chairman of the Child Care Committee ‘ 
of the Congress of American Women in New York City. 


Confidential Informant T-6 furnished a letter dated. January 3, 

.1950, on the stationery of the Metropolitan Council, Congress of American 

Women, and Signed by GERDA LERNER, Chairman, Child Care Committee. The 

Letter announced that the Congress of American Women was planning a 

"National Bread and Butter Conference! on child welfare, which was to be 

held in Chicago in the Spring of 1950. This letter also stated that, "in 
| preparation for this conference, local child care conferences are under- 
way in Los Angeles, Chicago, and New York." 


Confidential Informant T-6 furnished a bulletin of the Metro- 
politan Council of the Congress of American Women, 1133 Broadway, New York 
City, in January of 1950.. On page five of this bulletin under the title, 
"Coming Events," the following is stated: 


'The most effective method of presenting our program for peace 
to the women of America is in your own commnity." 


' After the preceding, there. 48 a schedule, of the meetings to be 
held in the New York area. Under the date of March 26, 1950, is the . 
following: 


"National Child Care Conference ~- GERDA LERNER -— CAW." 
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The following Confidential Informants, a11 of known reliability, 
were contacted, and were unable to furnish any information pertaining 
to the subject: 


T-7, T-8, T-9, T-1O, T-Ll, T-12, T-13, and T-l4. 


A description of the subject, as obtained through investigation 
and file review, is 4s follows: 


7 Name ~ : GERDA HEDWIG LERNER 
Residence 2060 23rd Street, Astoria, Long 
' oe Island, New York 
Employment Unemployed - housewife 
» Date of Birth a April 30, 1920 
Place of Birth Vienna, Austria 
: _ Race . White 
| Sex Female 
Height 5 feet, 7 inches 
Weight 135 pounds 
Byes Blue (Wears glasses) 
- Hair ‘ "Brown 
Dane, Peculiarities Prominent nose; thick lips; dresses 
| ae ; sloppily. 
Merital Status Marri 
7 Husband hes KOPELABERNER 
Date of Marriage ~ «October 6, 1941 
Place of Marriage Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Naturalization Los Angeles, California, August 27, 


1943 - Certificate number 5847195. 


| om 
| fi. 


~ CE OS 2. B= 
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CONE EEAL INFORMANTS 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of 
SA CLABORN R. CHEATHAM dated Aug 2 8 1850 at New York, New York, 
are identified as follows: : an 


T-1 |  Pretext telephone call to Irs. 
_ THOMAS POLO, 2060 23rd Street, 
Astoria, Queens, Long Island, New 


York. 
T2 ro a 
T3 rOrye - (D) 
T-4 Anonymous 
T=5 LOUISE PAGE MORRIS, 121 Madison 


Avenue, New York City, executive 
member of the Congress of American. . 
Women, contacted by SA P. RENE 
‘BIDEZ. MORRIS requested that her 
identity not be disclosed. 


T-6 FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


T-7 Bureau, of Special Services and 
Investigation, New York City Police 
Department, contacted by SA ROBERT W.. 


CARNES. , 
1-8 FOTA(b) (7) - (D) bontacted by SA EDWARD W. 
BUCKLEY . 
T9 POTAt) (7) ~ (PD) Ieontacted by SA EDWARD W. 
BUCKLEY. a 
{ 
5 
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- REFERENCE 


HW 46303 


T=-LO 


T-11 


CONFIDES 


FOIA(b) (7) - 


CLANCY. 


Al 


Al 


(7) = 


AL INFORMANTS (CONT'D 


(D) 


(D 


contacted by SA RICHARD T. 


contacted by SA RICHARD T. 


CINCY 


(7) = 


SAN 


(7) = 


(D 


(D 


ontacted by SA RICHARD T. 


contacted by SA RICHARD T. 


CLANCY. 


contacted by S& RICHARD T. 


Report of SA ICHALIUS A. HALL, Los Angeles, 10/17/49. 
New York letter to Bureau, 12/9/49. 


{ 
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TO : Je Edgar Hoover, Director a ae i S951 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


FROM : W. FB. Kelly, Assistent Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalizatip 
/ soaoNBass, Dare Central Office 
susjecT: GERDA HEDWIG : Bureau file No. MOCCREIEDS i 


| Mr, Laugeiin vo casen 


fs 5 Mr. Mobr .o.... 


Reference is made to the memorandum to Assistant Attorney acieea 
Alexander M. Campbell, Criminal Division dated August 30, 1949, fa 
copy of which was furnished this office by endorsement with enclos 
mentioned therein relative to the above captioned subject. | 


In order that it might be determined uates @ prima facie case for ore 
the institution of denaturalization proceedings exists, it is re- 

quested that you advise whether, at thissparticular time, you are 
in a position to disclosé to this Service for interview by one of lo -| 
_our-representatives, the identity of the following confidential 7ry~, 
informants: 


T-Z mentioned in the report of Special Agent Icealius 
eee A, Hall dated April 27, 1949, at Los Angeles, California, 


\ Los Angeles file No, 100-22682. ; \\ py 
~ @=2 mentioned in the report of Special Agent Claborn a 
R, Cheathan, dated August 28, 1950, at New York, New 


York, New York file No, 100-96769. 


It is requested that your response be submitted to this office 
| a marked for the attention of W. W. Wiggins, Chief, Investigetion 
ed ' $ection. 


af. ANS : : 
Ca SS, ee, | 


: Cop 24 
‘ NOV DESTROYED Ps 
a ae 
| eseoraan 
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“pete 
_ The Commissioner | 
Immigration & Naturalization Service | September 26, 1952 
| ; ; 
Director, FBI FO , " Attention: Mr. W. ¥, Wiggins 
Chief, Investigation Section 
GERDA HEDWIG LERNER, wa. ; 
SECURITY MATTER ~ C CONFIDENTIAL 


Your reference C~58)7195 
FBI file & ns ae | : _ 
“gO #K8G AF - Lf 
CORRE D- . 
ae “+ Please refer to the memo 


Icealius A. Hall dated April 27, 199, and T~3 mentioned. in the report 
of Special Agent Claborn R, Cheathan dated August 28, 1950, at New York, 


The above-described Te? and T-3 cannot be disclosed at this 
time and are not available for interview, 


TRH :dch:baw at 


— 


: vi = aw inineee , ry ® 
i Dy 
| SEP 25 1959 vx \ } : 
; A es, ™~F f i 
J Le GQmn fer | Se 
ny . rn 


> an 
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a Ped , io 
; ee (1-2-51) 


* STANDARD FORM NO. 64 LL? 


‘Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT | 


o : Director, FBI (100-267253) ATE: April 28, 1982 
SAC, New York (100~96769) 


GERDA mepirtPeRAERy Was. | Brag. 
SECURITY MATTER - C | OUT p 
“10. oy’ 


A§e 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED ALIEN . 
- COMMUNIST __SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
WASCELLANEOUS (Specify) S = 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE 


DATE OF BIRTH _ PLACE OF BIRTH 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR’ BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS Furnace Dock Road_ ND - 2 FL bo /3 ae. a 
—7 TS ae 


_——eer fo. 8 


Peekskill, New York 
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/  @ + ur. Hennrich 
ad P ; 


(uaRCR 12, 1959 ORGENT 


SAG, WEY YORE (65-15168) 
| WASHINGTON FIELD (38H) (65-5340) 


t 
( 


OPfO VERBER} MURT L. onan, BT AL.y ESPIONAGE - 2 & AU. REREP OF 
GA JOSHTA Ds aysor DATED 9-5-59, WHICH O9 PAGE 28 SETS PoRTH INFe 
CONCERVING A LEPIER TO GRORGE AND LORE PROM VERA, BAIOH STAHs THAP 
GERDA LERWER, 1426 NOMATE STREDY, Los.ANORLE BO, caLIPORNZA, nap 
RETURNED TO TRE U.Ss If IS BELIOVED THAT GEORGE MENTIONED REreRS 
Po @hOnGn uANDEER. Loa’ IS LOR HERETO, AWD VEGA 18 Vee PoxeER, 
WIFE OF SuasOT: BUPILEY BRTLBOT tua? YouR orrres rg oFPIeT oF 
Riot IN Ievestrearroy turrmuen "oxans mepere Tnewse, WAS., SéCU~ 
—“RICY MAYTER ~ 0," YouR FIER 100+90769, BUYTLE 100-267253, LeRuen 
FORNEREY RESIDUD AP ABOVE-LISTED ADORESS Ie Los ANOELES, BUREAU 
DESIARS Year Yeu IurERview LERVER FoR INFO IN HER POSSESSION coN- pe 
(CERNING SUBIRCTS AND. Iv VrmW. OF HER pAcKoROUND, TiIPERT IEW SHOULD | 
\- BS conpueren IW acconpauan view buasay LusTRUeT IONS PEBTAINING BQ 


_ INTERVISWS WITH SkeURTTY SODIRCTS.< ERE] tes T= 


j 
GFR Vv 
NOT RECORBED hao 
HOOYEWG MAK 13° 1953 q | 
65=58642 \ 


aa cote 


CO + 2 = WASHINGTON PIELD (FoR INVO) (BY SPECTAaL NESsENCER) I 


take 5 ye 
peo 100867253 , | SS 


JED: Tne | Vy 


NOTE s Lerner ts. an SI.card subject. She returned to the : J 
— Jo Se On Iml-49 after traveling in Europe where she - 
reportedly was a delegate to the International Vonen 's ed 
Conference in Budapest, Hungary. Lerner is a CP 2 
member who was born 4-30-20 at Vienna, Austria, and aay 
»,| BGturalized at Los Angeles, California, on 8=27+43, ce 
wal Her husband is Kopel Lerner, a native-born citizen: 
Leyuho ts,a180 an STI card subject... 
a H “4 iy ' 


aa 7 eo fe EGS ‘Boe 


CATE Vetta Wee’ > ae 
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weer Rego es ceded = 


ee (1-2- 51). 


Of Memohandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: . ee FBI (100-267253) DATE: Warch 23, 1953 
ih mw. Sac, New York_(100-96769) 
CO on GERDA-HEDWIG LERNER, was. a> 
SM-C NY 


“ 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. © 


C)A 7 
Ye x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
a changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NAME 
ALIASES 4 
o ae a 
rs = — a 
| a) es ee 
NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED ' ALIEN Pe Scie a, 
: m ‘ = ae 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCTALISS, LEAGUE: 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 118-14 19th Street 


‘St, Albans, Queens, Nee.) 


Stes — 
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a er SS a a ae Se A I SRS ET ET RSE SAE SET SASS ADESSO RNS TRALEE 


ee . § Mr. Tolson_. ! 
se. ee ca 5 i - Ladd a 

; : Pee ‘ '. Nichols. i 

AIR- TEL, . Belmortin, H | 


r. Clegg, fl 


le h Mr. Glavin 
Vee j 2 BT Harbo_. ww | 
igs Mr, Rosen. 
Me Tracy. ¢ 
Ee MA are i E ie : i . Gearty ww & 


~ Moke 


Ae 


wwe fl 


- - Winterrowd...f 
3/20/53, 8X, NY e. Room... | 
BUREAU, WFO : icles 
z 4400 ee t 
Move Gandy__. j : 
OTTO VERBER, ET Aly ESPIONAGE DASH R & AU. REBUTEL MARCH 12.00 | 


1953. _MRS.. GERDA DA LERNER, NOW RESIDING AT 118=1) 1941 STREET;“~-~ 
ST. ALBANS, QUEENS, NY, ADVISED AGENTS OF THIS OFFICE ON MARCH 20, 
1953 THAT SHE WOULD NOT TALK TO FBI ON ANY SUBJECT. 
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‘you deem advisable, 


a SECURITY INFORMATION - CO” WERTAL 
. oe : 


t 
2 we 
— 


cc ~ 1 ~ Mr. Belmont 


cc ~ 1 - Mr. Hennrich 
Assistant Attorney General 


Warren Olney III 
OO- f3O6L/3 - 
Director, FBI 
ae ‘4 =} ra ay ane a sagen oe 


March 26, 1953 


OTTO VERBER; 
KURT L, PONGER | : 
ESPIONAGE - RB and AU 4 \ 


In connection with the investigation of subjects » an effort 
was made to interview Mrs, Gerda Lerner, residing \at 118-14 194th Stroet, 


' St. Albans, Queens, New York, It had been reported that Urs, Lerner 


had some informatinn concerning subjects. March 20, 1953, 
Mrs. Lerner stated that. she would not talk to Agents of the 


Federal Bureau of Investigation on any subject. 4 

in this connection, your attention is directed to the 
investigation entitled "Cerda HedwigLerner, wa., Security Matter - C,# 
“in which copies of investigative reports have previously been 
furnished to. the Division of Records. Reference is made to the 
report of Special Agent Claborn R. Cheatham dated August 28, 1950, 
at New York, reflecting that Mrs. Lerner was a member of the 
Communist Party for four years and a ‘delegate to the Second Women's 
Gongréss held at Budapest, Hungary, in December, 1948. 


The above is brought to your attention for whatever action 
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} TITLE 453 RACTER OF CASE 
5s 


7 19,20, 25,64, 25 
y SSxDA HEDWIG LERNER, was: Gerda Hedwig Kron-. 
stein, Gerda Hedwig Jensen, Mrs. Bernard Jonse » SECURITY MATTER = C 
Mrs. Carl Lerner, Mrs. Kopel Lerner 


: % vA ae 7 * os 3 
TR ye aid SUMMARY REPORT Ai fiat bf % 


SYNOPSIS « 
Subject born 4/30/20, Vienne, Austria; presently residing at 118-14 i94th 
Street, St. Albans, Queens, NY. T-6 reliably reported GERDA LERNER was a 
member of the Los Angeles County CP in early 1944. T-7 reliably reported 
subject a member of the LACCP in 1944, T+8 reliably reported in 1947 subject 
was a member of the LACCP and had been a member for approximately 4 years. 
March, 1949 issue of Congress of American Women bulletin, “Around the 
wor ia? lists GERDA LERNER of Los Angeles as a CAN delegate to the Second 
_Iaternaticnal Women's Congress held in Budapest, Hungary in December, 1948. 
The “Daily Worker," in issue of 6/19/49 in a photograph depicts subject on 
Resolutions Committee at Natiorvial Convention of CAW in May, 1949. T=10 
reliably reported subject was a guest Speaker at a meeting of the LACUP Sa. 
2/14/49... Subject in a speech at CAW meeting-on 1/27/49, in discussing cdn- 
tact with Greek partisan delegates to IWC in Budapest, Hungary, stated she 
was ashamed to admit to them she was an American. T-1l reliably reported 
subject was active in CAW in 1950, Subject reliably reported by T-1é to 
.~be a member of the American Women for Peace in 1951, Subject reliably 
reported by T-14 to be a delegate to the 20th Anniversary National Con- 
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DATE FORN. £92 
KOW FORW. 


7 {3 ants in this report are of inown, reliability, unless 
otherwise one cayees 


te ia 
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APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT 
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NOPY IN EICEucuatTY Teo aA ea 


NTY OF FBI—This confidential report and its contents are loaned to you by the FBI and are not to be distributed outside of agency to which loaned. 
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on April 30, 1920 in Vienna, Austria, filed a petition for citizenship on 
September 29, 1939 in New York City. This record further reflected that 
the subject filed a petition for naturalization #105536 on April 6, 19h3, 
in Los Angeles, California and was admitted to American Citizenship on ~ 
August 27, 1943 in the United States District Court of Los Angeles, 
California. 


fhe records of the United States District Court of Los © 


‘Angeles, California reflected that GERDA HEDWIG KRONSTEIN arrived in the 


United States from Le Havre at New York City aboard the $S PARIS on 
April 6, 1939, 


ee ee 
The records of the Immigration am Naturalization Service 
further reflected that the subject was formerly employed'as follows: 


May, 19l2—Saleslady and office worker, Pig 'n Whistle, 
Venice Boulevard, Los Angeles, California; . 


September, 1931 to May, 192--Jose Panitz and Company, Los 
Angeles, California; _ x 


September, 1910 to June, , 19ld—gol Cohen, _'50 7th Avenue, 
New York City; es. ES 7” A 


. 
October, 1939 to June, eee and Kodine, 700. oth Avenue, 
New York Citye | \ 
SS ae cales Seee, 28 oe : fon ‘ 
T-1 advised that in her eau yeation for a passport with the 
Department of State in May, 19:8 the aun Jece listed her occupation as a 
writers, 


° ‘“Mrse MAUDE THOMPSON, 11820 ici Street, St. Albans, Queens, 
New york, on November 18, 1953, advised the writer that the subject is a 
housewife and has no gainful employment o 7 


The records of T~25, another governmental agency which ~ 
maintains personnel history records reflected as of August 28, 19h that 
GERDA LERNER was employed as Executive Secretary for the Screen Publicisto! 
Guild, 1515 Crossroads of the World, Hollywood, California. 1-25 further . 
advised that her duties with this employee's guild included attendance at 


BE wh ewe. 
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meetings of the Executive Board, committee meetings, general membership . 
meetings, and handling banking duties for the Guilds 


[T-2 also advised on December 3, 19h8 that the subject is 
an X-ray technician, but has been unemployed for about a year, 


RES IDENCES | 


Mrse MAUDE THOMPSON further advised that the s subject resides 
with her husband and two children at 118=1l 19th Street, St. Albans, 


“Queens, New Yorks 


' T-2 advised that in 1948 the subject resided at 126 
Mohawk Street, Los Angeles, Califomia,. 


- 24 = 
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The records of the Los Angeles. are register of Voters 
indicated that Mrse GERDA LERNER resided Silas De Lonpre, Los Angeles, 
California, 193. 


The records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
further reflected that the subject listed her residence address as 3311 
Broadway, New York City in September, 1939.6 


The records of the Los Angeles’ county Marriage License — 
Bureau examined by SA VIRGIL Q. COX in May, 19h, reflected tmt at the 
time of her marriage to : (CARL LERNER on October 6, 191 the subject 
listed her address as 215s Ivar Avenue, Los Angeles, Californias 


T~3, of unknown reliability, but who was in a position § 
to be familiar with the subject's residence, advised in December, 199 
that the subject resided at 2060 23rd Street, Astoria, Queens, New 
Yorks ‘ 


T=; on November Ae 1951 rene that ee moved 
to Peekskill, New Yorke Sites ses act tae, ws | ade ae a 

T-5 on March 20, 1953 advised that the subject formerly” 
Lived on Furnace Dock Road, Peekskill, New York and moved to 118-1) agen 


- Street, St» Albans, Queens, New York. 
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MARITAL STATUS 


The records of the Los Angeles County Marriage License’ 
Bureau reflected that the subject married KOPEL LERNER at Los Angeles, 
California on October 6, 19lls é 


The records of the United States District Court for ‘Los 
Angeles, California, reflected that the subject married BER NARD#JENSEN wae 
SSE eae 
April 12, 1939 in New York Citys 


The Immigration and Naturalization Service records for the 
Division of Los’Angeles reflected that the subject divorced BERNARD JENSEN 
at Reno, Nevada, August 18, 191 ee es as, 


e 


CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT ‘ 


m6 advised that in early 19h one GERDA LERNER was a 
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registered member of the "Bi Group of the “Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Party (LACCP) having registered December Lh, 
1913 for the year 1944. This informant furtheradvised that GERDA LERNER 
had paid her Communist Party dues through December, 1913. 


T-7 advised that GERDA LERNER of 5113 De Lonpre, Los 


j Angeles, California, was issued a transfer card #15034, dated August 21, 


194), indicating her transfer from the 57th Hollywood Branch to the 
East Hollywood Communist Club. This card reflected ‘that the subject 
was enrolled in the new Communist Political Association and held 
19h membership card #716. 
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The Communist Political Association has been designated 
by the Attomey General of the United States as pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450 e 


T-8 advised in May, 19h? that the subject had been a member 
of the. Communist Party for approximately years and was transfered 
from the Griffith Park Club, 13th Congressional District Section to the 
Bethune Club, Hollywood Section, LACCP in 197. 


T-9 advised that the subject’ attended a meeting of the 
Gung Ho Club of the Hollywood Séction of the LACCP on May 5, 197. 
This informant further advised that during this meeting an announcement 
was made that the Women's Conference of the LACCP, which was scheduled 
to meet at the home of the subject on August 16, 197, was postponed 
to a a later date. 


This informant further advised that the subject attended 
a meeting of the four Committee Clubs of the LACCP on August 20, 19h7« 


COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS 
CONGRESS OF AMERICAN WOMEN (CAW) 


; “the Congréss of American Women has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 


104504 


_ :, -(ganuary, 1949, issue of "Women in Action" official publica 
tion of the Los Angeles CAW reflects that the subject has been active. 
in the Los Angeles chapter, CAW, since its formation in 196 and, 
prior to her departure for Europe , was educational director of the 
Los Angeles chapter. 


The March, i9h9 issue of the Congress of American Women 
bulletin, "Around the World," lists the Congress of American Women 
(CAW) delegates. to the Second International Women's Congress held in 
Budapest, Hungary in December, 198. GERDA LERNER of Los Angeles , 
California, was. listed as one of these delegates. 


1-26, of known reliability, advised that the GERDA LERNER 


~ ~ ee wae eae 
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was a delegate to the 2nd Womens Congress of the Womens International 
Democratic Federations, Budapest, Hungary of which the CAW is an 
affiliates 


p=460on May 12, 19)9 advised that GERDA LERNER was a 
committee member of the Committee of Resolutions at the National 
Convention of the CAWs 


_T-10- advised that GERDA LERNER ‘of the cAW was the guest 


evening of Beery. lk, 19U9 » ed 


_ » +10 furnished the following resumé of GERDA LERNER! s 
speech; 

“LERNER stated that on her recent trip to Europe she was 
in Hungary and Austria and the people are solidified. She stated that 
the outstanding leaders in the Women's International Democratic 
Federation in Europe are of the Communist Party and that tremendous 
work is being done by this organizations 


" LERNER stated that the Communist Party is a legal organi- 
gation in Europe, does its work openly and above board, works effective- 
ly and anyone can become a member. She stated that great progress has 
been made in Europe amd that the Soviet military buiget has been cut 
one half.- 
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LERNER stated that while in Hungary and Austria she was 
in contact with outstanding Communist Party leaders and talked with 
them. 


LERNER told those present that she came to their club to 
discuss conditions in the United States. She desired that they take 
steps to organize women's clubs in each community in this area, including 
caucasian, negroes, Mexicans, and Jews. 


‘LERNER stated that the leadership in the United States, of 
the CAW, as it is in Europe, is made up of Communist Party memb ers o 


LERNER's talk was followed by a few questions, one being 
whether it was true that Russian soldiers, on going ‘into some of the 
countries during the war, terrorized men and women and childrens 
LERNER replied ‘that she was sorry to say that it was true, but not to 
repeat it to anyone outside of the group. She stated Wau: she verified 
this in her talks with Communist Party leaderse 


“LERNER stated ia he CAW would be glad to furnish 
speakers when they were ready to start organi,ing groups in their 
communities » 


She asked those ‘present not to mention to anyone that she 
had attended the Section Council Meeting of the Communist Party or was 
in any way affiliated With the Communist Party 


The "Daily Worker," an East Coast Communist newspaper, 
in its issue of June 19, 199 carried an article entitled "Feace is a 
Womants Business," which described the National Convention of the 
Congress of American Women held in New York City on May, 19h9e« 
GERDA LERNER: of Los Angeles appears in a group picture of the Resolutions 
Committee of this convention. 


T-15 advised that a meeting of the CAW on January 2%, 19h 
at 3000 South Western Avenue, Los Angeles, the subject, in the course 
of her report on the Jriternational Women's Congress, which she attended 
from. December 2-8, 1918 in Budapest, Hungary, advised that she meta — 


‘group of women delegates to the convention from the Greek partisans and 


she was ashamed - to admit to them she was an American. ~ 
“The June, 1949 issue of "Women in Action" reflected that 
GERDA LERNER was one of the 10 delegates from the local chapter, CAW, 


‘to the National Convention of the CAW held in New York City in May, 


1949. It also reflected that she was educational director of the 
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Los Angeles CAWe 


T-1l on Janwry , 1950 advised that GERDA, LERNER was 
chairman of the Child Care Committee of the CAW in New York City and 


on May 31, 1950 was in attendance at an 1 Executive Board meeting of the 
CAW. 
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T~12, of unknown reliability, but who is in a position to furnish 
reliable information, advised in September 25, 1950 that GERDA LERNER, 2060 
23rd Street, Long Island City, New York, of the CAW favored the formation 
of a permanent National American Women for Peace and was desirous of re= 
ceiving information of the future activities of the American Women for 


Peace. 


T=12 advised on July 13, 1950 that the subject was in receipt of 
literature from the Congress of American Women, 2 East 23rd Street, New York’: 


City. . a 
AMERICAN WOMEN FOR PEACE | 


"1, Cited as 'an advance wave to establish a beachhead for other 
left-wing organizations scheduled to descend on Washington in 
observance of a Communist-declaréd "Peace Week. 
(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 
Number 378, on the Communist "Peace" Offensive, April 25, 1951, 
original date, April 1, 1951, page 75.) 


ised that on July 30, 1951 the subject's name, address, 
ber were in the possession.of LOUISE MALLY. T-l; advised 
wLY is the editor of the "Peace Maker," publication of the , 


Tel ad 


% and telephone 
y that LOUISE tor of the "Pe: 
» 


American Mémen for Peace. 


t T-l: further advised that the subject attended a meeting of the 
' American Women for Peace held at 13 Astor Place, New York City on 
November 17, 1951. 


T-16 advised on April 12, 1951 thg#"GERDA LERNER, novelist and 
e American Women for Peace member, and EVEMMERRIAM, poet, wrote a review en- 
V titled "Singing of Women" for International Woments Day, which was produced 
o/ by the New York Division of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions.’ 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE ARTS, SCIENCES, AND PROFESSIONS 


"lL, Cited as a Communist front." ; 
(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, Review of 
the Scientific and Cultural Confererice for World Peace arranged by 
the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions and 
held in New York City on March 25, 26, and 27, 1949; House Report 
#195, April 26, 1950 (originally released April 19, 1949), page 2.) 


JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (JAFRC) 


{-12 advised that the subject and her husband, CARL LERNER, 
sent a telegram to the management of the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, 


Ws ¢ ae 1, Mite) eed . ; _ 
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protesting the action of this management in rdffusing to allow the JAFRC to 
use the dining room of the hotel for a dinner meeting on February 4, 1945 
in Honor of PAUL ROBESON and for the purpose of raising funds for the JAFRC. 
AFRC 

"1, Cited as subversive and Communist. 

(Attorney General TOM CLARK, letters to Lovalty R,View Board, 

released December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948.) 


"2, A 'Communist-front orgamization headed by EDWARD K, BARSKY." 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 
1944, page 174.) 


ae 


"3, Cited as a Communist front ‘formed in March of 1942 through 
the merger of the American Committee to Save Refugees, the Exiled 
Writers Committee of the League of American Writers, and the 

United American Spanish Aid Committee..* * * The sponsors and 
officers * * * with few exceptions are admitted Communists 

and fellow traveiers." The policy 'is in concert with the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union.' Much of the financing is undertaken 
by the International “orkers Order." 

(California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report,1948, pages 
270 and 271.)° 


AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THs PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN (ACPFB) 


The. ACEP B has been desisnated by the Attorney General of the 
United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


in 14. advised that the subject: Was a delozgate to the 20th Anniver- 
sary of the National vonference of the ACPFB in Chicago on December '8,9, 1951, 
Perr eenytne the Vortland American Labor Party Group and the Wednesday 
Women's Greup of eonen Croton, -New. as ean ee 


‘american Labor Party 


a 'For years, the Communists have put forth the greatest 
efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party throughout 
New York State. They succeeded in capturing the Manhattan and 
Brooklyn sections of the American Labor Party, but outside of 
New York City they have been unable to win control." (Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, HKeport, March 29, 1944, 
Page 78.) . 3 


"2. Among ‘organizations that are victims of Communist domina- 


tion, ' (California Vommittee on Un-American BOREVERES, Report, 
Sick Pages 40 and 41.) " 
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CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS 


amr, 


The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the Attorney. 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 1050. 


another meeting with ROSS. 


aA? sy T=) further advised that the subject-corresponded with ELAINE 
vy ROSS of the Civil Rights Congress, 23 West 26th Street, New York City on 
Rugust 30, 1951, in which she discussed the inadvisability of arranging 


f 


MISCELLANEOUS 


a On March 20,:1953, SAS JOSHUA D. ENSOR and BRYAN J. MOGEN 
- contacted the subject at the residence 118-1 19l:th Street, St. Albans, 
Queens, New York, for the purpose of interviewing her. The subject refused 
to be Snterviewed and stated she would not discuss any matter with agents of 
| the Federal Bureau of Investigation. ; ‘ 


< The records of the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, 
| - New York City Police Department, examined by SA AUGUST J. MICEK in Sep- 
‘tember, 1953, contained no information identifiable with the subject. 


‘The New York City Board of Elections for the Borough of Queens, 
examined on March 11, 1953 by SE WILLIAM R. SWEENEY reflected no regis- 
tration for the subject or her husband. 


M18, TH19, T-20, TH21, T-22, T-23, T+2h, who are generally fam 


| garding her. 


Name 


Born ‘ 
Race 

Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
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: “" 4.4ar with Communist activities in the New York City area, advised that 
the subject is unknown to them and they could furnish no information re- 


The following is a physical description of the subject as obtained 
from Mrs. MAUDE THOMPSON and other sources: ow 


1 of 


rr e 
a 


GERDA HEDWIG LERNER, was: “Gerda Hedwig 
Kronistein, Gerda Hedwig Jensen, Mrs. 
Bernard Jensen, Mrs. Carl Lerner, Mrs. 
Kopel Lerner. oe es: 


_Vienna,..Austria. ' 
White ~ 
' Female 


St 7 
135 pounds . 
Medium 
Brown 


Wee Ss ie 
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Byes 

Complexion 
Characteristics 
Marital Status 
Relatives 


ie 
ch 


. prema pacsemerd We ie Tae 
uuecd ow shal hi wad 

Black, wears glasses 

Medium 


Prominent nos 
Married 


e, tae Lips. oo 


Husband, KOPEE LERNER, wa: CarjLerner. 
2 childrenjffinors. ae 


+ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
INFORMANTS 
IDENTITY AND DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO LOCATION 
SOURCE AND DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM 
OF INFO FURNISHED 
= Background 5/25/49 SA JOHN V. 100+96769-7 
FOIA(b) (7) = (D) JACKOLSKI 
Pa Subject's residence 12/3/48 SA ICEALIUS A. 
Mrse E, RAY | = and_ employment © ~ HALL 100-967 69-6 
SMOOTS, Mohawk — 
by request 
T3000 Subjéct's residence 12/9 SA CLARORN R. 100~96769-L 
Pretext phone Dece, 199 CHEATHAM 
call to Mre ; 
THOMAS: POLO» : 
2060 23rd S; ie eA 
Astoria, Quéens - 
= Subject residence, 11/2h/51 SA JOSEPH P. 100-96769-17 
FOIA(b}) (7) - (D) 11/513 ; _ Mc CANN ead - 
Subject's name, 7/30/51 JOSEPH P, 100-96769=16 
address » and telephone Mc CANN 
number in possession 
of LOUISE MALLEY3 
USED TO DOCUMENT ASSOCIATE | i 
Subject attended 11/2/51 JOSEPH P. 100 ~96769-17 
meeting of AWP, Mc CANN 
11/17/51. 
7-5 Subject's 3/20/53 SA JOSUAD,  100-96769-25 
HARRY DEVITTO~ residence 1953 ENSOR and 
Superintendent, - SA BRYAN J. 
USPO, Peekskill, MOGEN 
NY. 
p6 mhs.4 f 
_ Anonymous 
Sources 
ae Oe 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT) 


INFORMANTS (CONT) 


IDENTITY OF DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE 
SOURCE _ AND/OR DESCRIPTION RECEIVED 
OF INFORMATION 


a Subject's CP Unknown 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) membership, 1944 

= Subject's LAG¢p 5/25/47 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) membership, 1947 

9 = Subject's attenden— 8/7/h7 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D ce CP meetings in 

5/47 and 8/47 
10 “Resiimé of subject's 2/23/k9 


Caio jee before West— 
Jake Section Council, 


LACCP on 2/14/49 
T-11 


ae Subject Chairman ‘ 1/17/50 
of Child Care Com- 


mittee of CAW, 

1/3/5035 

Subject attended eee 
Executive Board 

Meeting of CAW on 

5/31/50 


subject's support 9/25/50 
of AWP in 1950 


T~13 
Det. WM. GARRETT Subject was in 7/13/50 
Alien Squad, Nas~ receipt of 


AGENT TO 
WHOM 

FURNISHED 
Unknown 

MARCUS M LA 
BRIGHT 

GEORGE D. 
THOMSON 


MERLE L. PARKER 


HAROLD P, LARSON 


HAROLD P. LARSON 


JOSEPH P. McCANN 


J. GARTH GRAY 


_ sau County PD, literature from 
Mineole, NY CAW 
- 11 
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FILE # 
AND 
LOCATION 


LA 100-~22682 


100-23933-15p.60 


LA 100~21315A-294 


100~76769=1 


100--80444~7 9h, 
Pe 25 


100+804 44-558 
pe 1 and 2 


100--96769—13 


100-86624-~1193 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CON'D) 


INFORMANTS 
IDENTITY AND DATE OF ACTIV= DATE AGENT TO WHCM FURNISHED LOCATION 
S OURCE | ITY AND DESCRIP= RECEIVED ~ 
TION OF INFO". = 
T-14 Subject a dele- 11/10/52 | JAMES BE. GIBLER 100=96769-Z21 
gate to 20th ; 
BOTACB) (1) = {D) Anniversary Nat'l 
= Vonference of 
, ACPFB, 12/8,9/51; 
Subject corres- 1/5/58 EVERETT K. DEANE 100-96 769-23 
ponded with 
, ELAINE ROSS of 
crc, 8/61. 
T<15 Subject stated shel/27/4S ICHALIUS A, HALL L00=S6769=6: 
Physical was ashamed to ad= : p.3 
| Surveillance mit she was an 
American. ; 
r { 
7-16 Subject wrote re- 4/12/51 FRNAK R. LONGO 100=$8781-296 ' 
_ view entitled, ~ 
; BOTAIB) CT} = (D) "Singing of Women* 
produced by NY 
Women's Vivision of 
_ ASP. 
+17 Subject sont tele-1/29/53 Employee of Los Angeles 100-96769-6 
Mr. GEORGE — gram to protestrre- Division. 


HARRIS, Manager,fusal of management 
fmbassador Ho- to permit JAFRC -dinner. 
tél, Los Angeles, 


California. 
T-18 Negative 11/5/53 ALEXANDER C. BURLINSON Instant 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) Report 
Tm19 Negative no it tt tw ot 
FOTA(b) (7) - (D) . - 
T=-20 " n Li t R n 
FOTA(b) (7) - (D) 
~ 12 « 
ue a . _ Be _ . _ . 
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ae a De SRSCESECUEELE TST 


NY 100~96769 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CON'D) 


INFORMANTS 
IDENTITY AND DATE OF ACTIVITY DATE AGENT TO LOCATION 
SOURCE AND DESCRIPTION RECEIVED WHOM 
OF INFO oe FURNISHED 

-21 Negative 9/30/53 SA RICHARD H. Instant 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) BLASSER @ral) Report 

oo tt n n° it 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) Le set = = ; 

=23 Negative 9/30/53 SA JOHN W. == Instant 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) / DOOLEY (oral) Report 

=) ee n : " 1 , | 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) is ; F ia 
T2500 Subject's | 19h3 SA JAMES W,  100-96769=6 
Records War employment . CORCORAN 

Price & — - 


Rationing Board ~~ 
#20, 1700 No Vermont 
LA; California 


7-26 Subject's 5/12/u9 SA P, RENE 100-96769=12 


LOUISE’ PAGE connections | BIDEZ 
MORRIS; 121° = with CAW 


Madison Ave. 

NYC, execuative 
member of CAW, by 
request 


MISCELLANEOUS 


"‘Mirse MARJORIE RAYBURN, who handled the correspondence 
of the Central European Press and Literature Agency, Incorporated, 
New York City, of which VERA PONGER was president and Austrian 
representative, made available a letter from VERA to GEORGE and LORE 
(believed to have been GEORGE MANDLER and LORE HERZIG, officers of 
this agency), in which it is mentioned that GERDA LERNER, 126 Mohawk Street, 


-13- 
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CS AMR SR RNB cae Sr Sa RE CROC ECR RT RO Oa OE 


NY 100-96769 
Los Angeles, California had returned to the United States. 

VERA PONGER was one of the principal subjects of the case 
entitled "OTTO VERBER, KURT PONGER, er al; ESPIONAGE - R - Au", New 
York file 65-15162. 

It should be noted that the subject's misbana, KOPEL 
LERNER, is the subject of a closed security matter case in the New 
York Office, and is incliwded in the Security Index,. 

LEADS 7 
NEW YORK * re 
; At New York, New York 

will,” upon receipt of documentation, . submit corrected 
: documentation (pagese 


- Da - 
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NY 100-S96769 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGH (CON'D) 


REFERENCES: . Report of SA 
SO , Report of SA 
Report of SA 
Report of SA 


Docld: 32726636 


Page 76 


ICEALIUS A. HALL, Los Angeles, dated 10/17/49 
JOHN V. JACKOLSKI, Washington Field, 5/25/49 
JAMES W. CORCORAN, Los Angeles, 12/4/44. 


* 4 ci ’ TN | 
‘ we te, . 
7a é eS ! 2 
eA | oar J 


3AC, New York (100-96769) January 6, 1954 
3 Ae AS lo l/ 3 - -AS ule 
| Director, FRI < 

RECORBED-20 Fy. il 12 , 7 


GERDA HEDWIG LERNER 
SECURITY MATTER = C 


Rerep ‘Special Agent Thomas D. J. Brooks dated 
December 4, 1953. j 


a 


Listed below are errors noted in reviewing rerep: 


:* In line three of the first paragraph on page two 
the naturalization petition number is incorrect 
i . -.. when compared with that set forth on pare two, 
paragraph, four, line six, of the report of Special 
; ~  . Agent James W. Corcoran dated December 4, ies at Cee 
| . Los Angeles. ut : 
This report Special Avent Corcoran shows 
euployment for the subject in the first paragrach. 
of page three that is not listed under employment 
in the summary report. It Is also noted that the 
subject's employment as a technician contained on 
a ies page two of the report of Special Agent Icealius 4A. 
a - Hall dated April 27; 1949, at Los Angeles, is not 
. included under employment in the summary report. 


The report of Special Agent Allen F. Frei dated 

May 9, 1944, at Los Angeles entitled "Carl Lerner, 
With Alias, Carl Blake, Security Matter - C," copies 
of which were sent your office contains on page 

four the subject's address as 21454 Iver Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California. This address is not 
contained under residence in the summary report. 


Under Marital Status in the summary report, it is 
“stated that the subject married Kopel Lerner on 
October 6, 1941, and she diverced her previous 
husband, Berna rd Jensen, on October 18, 1941. This 
iiewscees _ obviously could not Pe correct | unless the subject 
(nad.committed viganl#l The beblorti of Special Agent 
+ Lanes wis Corcoran dated December 4, 1944, at Los 
bbls ‘and the re fof Otol Upumiiei: Agent John V. 
Jack eet da ted May 25, LP at. Washington, D.C.; 
O£ shy raate woken LvVONG? wR Aucust 18, 1941. 


K é 


I ATION CONT. ATED 
DATE : 


Cleg nai 
Harbo| ‘ 


tA 
Rosen ae 


Vinterrowd = 


| ‘"Tele:.Rooin obAD. 
Hellgate 


Miss Gandy — 
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In the last paragraph on page taree, information 
{is set out that the subject wés issued 4 transfer 
( card dated October 21, 1944. The report of Special 
| Agent James W. Corcoran dated December 4, 1944, at 
Loa Angeles, on page four, line two, of the second 
last paragraph shows that this transfer card was dated 
August 21, LYA4‘. 


4 


It was further noted that in reporting information 
concerning the subject's activities in the Congress 
of American Women, information was not included | 

| regarding reports of subject's activities as set 
ont in the publication, "Women in Action," as 
contained in the report of Special Agent Icealius A. 
Hall dated April 27, 1949, at Los Angeles. 


There cannot be located in the summary report any 
information attributed te Louise Page Morris who 
furnished pertinent information regarding the 
subject as set forth in the report of Special 
Agent Claborn R. Cheatham dated August 28, 1950, 
+a at New York. : 


7 
4 


a It is also noted thet the summary report, paragraph 

seven, page five, lists the title of an article 

ee appearing in the "Daily Worker." This title varies 

4 eg slightly from the title as set forth on page three 

, ° of the report of Special Agent Claborn R. Cheatham 

| dated August. 28, 1950, at New York. Since nothing 

—_ “~_s«less than complete accuracy is desired in the 

oma summary report, this slight variation should not occur. 
Eee & 2 You are requested to review this report and clarify 
' all the above errors and discrepancies. There may be a good 

7 and sufficient reason why information appearing in prior : 
investigative reports is not included in the summary report. ~ 1. 
You should submit amended pages for this summary report and 
it will be assumed that these pages will reflect the exact 
accurate informstion contained in your files and all 
information you consider pertinent to this case. 


(ie NB ve tee oe es fi So Se aor 
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en a a ae = z —— ao ee ——s = . <— se —— 
= 
5 7 : 3 
a : ge 
i} 
i STANGARE Ba NO, ‘* 


Office’ Mem Um. ° OVERNMENT 
a TO  : Director, FBI (100- 267253) DATE: 2/18/5), 
7 noah S80, New a a -96769) | Om | 
ah suBjecT: GERDA HEDWIG T LERNER, was : 
Pay. SM-C : | 
; af f ; : 
pe ' AS an: 
we _ Re summary report of SA THOMAS D., J. BROOKS dated 12/h,/53 
\ at NY. : ; : 
| “Bnclosed are six copies of amended administrative page: 


number 11 of the above. referenced report. 


As there are no outstanding leads remaining in this - 
matter, this’case is being considered closed. eo il 


om 
L 3 pT 
we, ; 


J OP : 
£ 
phi 98 
jee 
ap a 
# i ge 
oy Lae 
Enes. 6 if 
fo LN 
ae) 
ae : iy , a ar 
i ; “ sh : os e Raf ner | 
AS: IMC rt io] ae cd teu. “Hy Ry wy ine j 


an aides 
: Bae 


te 11 16 Dies | eg . bie oe 
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a sTANDARD FoRM no.64 7! 7 i | Cv 
| = Of Mem... andum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| ia 3 Director, FBI (100-267253) DATE: = 9/20/55 
‘a _— Zz 
| : SAC, New York _ (100-96769) 1S 
| 2A : 3 }3/ss Security Index card cancelle% 
= GERDA’ HEDWIG LERNER, eds p tol 
SM-C 
REFERENCE ~ . 


SAC Letter 55-30, 4/12/55. | 4 1955 
SUCCINCT RESUME OF CASE 


An anonymous source advised that ‘iin garly. 1B 
one GERDA. LERNER was a registered member of the "B" Group of 
the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County CP. (LACCP), having 
registered 12/ih/i3, for the year. 19h. ‘this informant further 
advised that GERDA LERNER had paid he? CP dues through 


Deegubers 1943 “FOIA (b) (7) - (D) 


ss 


: pdyiacd that the subject attended a “meeting 
of the sane Ho Club of the Hollywood Section of the LACCP on 
5/5/u% This informant further advised that during this meeting 
an announcement was made that the Women's Conference of the LACOCP, 


which was scheduled to meet at the home of the subject on 8/16/U7 
was postponed.to a later date. 


This informant further advised that the subject 


attended a seecatas of the four COMME Uee Clubs of the LACCP.on 
8/20/i,7 5 


‘The. ganas 1949 issue of "Women in Action", official 
publication of the Los 4ngéles Congress of American Women (CAW) 
reflects that the subject has been active in the Los Angeles 
i chapter, CAW, since its formation in 1946, and prior to her departure 
_ for Europe » was. educational director of this chapter. 


3 
The Maren; 1949 issue of the CAW bulletin § "found 
the World", lists the CAW delegates to the Second Inténggional ¢ 


\ 
Women's Congress held in Budapest, Hungary in December, . ZnB 6 fa 
GERDA LERNER of Los Angeles, California was listed as one of 
\ 

| 


Vn delegates. 


x 


3 


nee tbl ks ho. Atl, INFORMATION conn ae 
: ° Sane ha ee TG GALT aye 
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Letter to the Director 
NY 100-96769 


= - 


LOUISE PAGE MORRIS, 121 Madison Avene, WG, <1) 3 ‘ae 
executive member of CAW, on 5/12/L9 advised that GERDA ~~~ * 
LERNER was a committee member of ‘the Committee of 
Resolutions at the National Convention of the CAW. 


| roratbii7) - | (peltable) furnished information that 
according to e "Minutes of the Resident #xecutive Board 
Meetinge.sceceliay 31, 1950" of the Congress of American 
Women, 2 Hast 23rd Street, NYC, GERDA LERNER was present 
at this meeting. 


POTA(D) (7) = {D) advised that GERDA LERNER of the 
CAW was the guest abo. at a meeting of the Westiake 
Section Council, LACCP, on 2/14/49 « 


POTA(D) (7) = {D) furnished a resume of LERNER'S 
‘speech at above meeting. The following are excerpts from 
-informant's resume: 


LERNER stated that the outstanding leaders in 
- the Women's International Democratic Federation in Europe 
. ' are of the CP and that tremendous work is being done by this 
- organization, and that the leadership in the US, of the CAW, 
as it is in Hurope, is made up of Cr members. 


LERNER stated that whiie in Hungary and Austria, 
she was in contact with outstanding CP leaders and talked with 
them. 

LERNER asked those present not to mention to any- 
one that she had attended the Section Council Meeting of 
the CP or was in anyway afriliated with the CP. 


[ mem - 0 beavis sed on 1/7/50, that GERDA LERNER 
was chairman of the Child Care Committee of the CAW in NYC, 
and on 5/31/50, was in attendance at an Executive Board meeting 
of the CAW. 


HW 46303 DBocld:32726636 Page 61 


HW 46303 


Letter to the Director 
NY 100-96769 


FOIA(b) (7) - 


reliable) advised on 4/12/51, — 
that GERDA LERNER, novelist and American Women for Peace 
member, and EVE MERRIAM , poet, wrote a review entitled 
"Singing of Women" for International Women's Day, whichwas 


produced by the NY Division of the Hewes Séiences and Professions 


(ASP). 


» he throwaway announcing a series of "ASP Starlight 
Poruinat ‘disclosed that GERDA LERNER was one of the 
scheduled speakers for_June and/o 


On 12/1/53, 


individuals who are reported. 


urnished a list of 
Gc be on the active membership 


of the NY Council of the ASP. NAN BRAYMER, Assistant to 


IRVIN G. ADLER, National Director of the National Council 
of the ASP, advised the informant that this list comprised 
the active’ ‘membership of the NY Council of the ASP. Among 
about 500 members on this list is Mrs. GERDA LERNER , 11b- -1h 
19th Street, St. Albans 12, NY. 


eres “ 


cs 


The "Current Intelligence Summary" of 12/9/53, ~ 2 
set forth information that the American Peace Crusade (APC) 
had launched a nationwide campaign to send Christmas cards 
to President EISENHOWER and members of Congress containing 
a "peace" theme although these cards.were.not to be identified 
with the APCs::The "Current Intelligéricé’Summary" of 1/6/5h, 
set forth information that the Southérh California Peace 
Crusade, anaffiliate of the APC, claimed it was responsible 
for sending approximately 7,000 "peace" messages to the 
White House during the Christmas season.’ 


on 2/26/5i, Mr. ROGER STEFFAN, Special Assistant 
to the Assistant .to the President, furnished the Bureau with 
the above-described cards. GERDA LERNA'S signature appeared 


on one one_o e. f the above cards sent from the NY aTeae 
[seers owttane proviasa ‘the following 
information: ....°° 
~3- 
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Letter to the Director 
NY 100-96769 


‘1. Advised on 5/13/55, that GERTA LERNER, 118-1. Ly 
19th Street, =f ETE TEREN ( was in contact with ISADORE 
GIBBY NEEDLEMAN,| forth) (7?) - 0) (reliable) advised in October, 
1954, that NEEDLEMAN Ts a suspected Soviet Agent. 


2e Advised on 7/1/55, that NEEDLEMAN, planned 
to go over to CRaTA LERNER'S later in the evening. 


Fd 


3. Advised on 7/27/55 that NEEDLEMAN was in 
contact with the subject. 


Polat) (7) ~ (D) (reliable) provided the following 
information: 


1. Advised on 4/18/55, that GERTA LERNER contacted 
ISADORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN. ‘ : 


2e Advised on 7/7/55, that GERTA LERNER contacted 
NEEDLEMAN, ; 


3. Advised on 7/13/55, that NEEDLEMAN contacted 


| GERTA LERNER. 


lh. Advised on 7/19/55, that NEEDLEMAN talked 
with GERTA LERNER. 


| g 
g ne 
RECOMMENDATION — | a a 


Remove from SI. Last activity in a basic revolution- 
ary organization was in 1947 (CP). No leadership position 
or active substantial participation in a front organization 
in the past three years. 
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Pee gmat SSE 8S EE ¥ 
. ~ ~ 
7 
Letter to the Director 
NY. L00-96769 
DETCOM TABBING 
le Not tabbed. 
26 Not approved for tabbing under SAC letter 
55-12, 2/10/55. No SI card bearing large rad "Detcom" 
stamp received trom Bureau. ~ 
~" 3. Not recommended for tabbing. : 
a 
-5e ar re 
te Ps . 
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fe ee eb ee 


Lesed 


iy, i 
r: ONE hoe — 7 
Bree 2 . FDA” 
ROOTING SLiP 4 + (5-12-52) 
e Dake Vy a 


eee Director: FBI 
Rk&_(100-267253) Title: GERDA HEDWIG LERNER, 
ASAC_. was 
Supervisor ee 0 ae er ae 
-Agent__ : 
“Steno eae 
Clerk oe 
Chief Clerk . Lees: 
Special Employee__ File No, NY 100-96769 


ACTION DESIRED 


Assign to Open Case 

. Acknowledge Prepare Tickler 
Bring File Reassign to 
Call Me ae Recharge serials 
See Me Search and Return 
Correct "Send serials -. 7 
Delinquent: .... < to = 
____ Expedite: - Submit new change-out a 
__- File - Submit report by 
Leads “need attention 1 Type |. 
Read, Initial and ____ Return Serials 

: Return 


____ Undeveloped leads in your district awaiting attention, 


Rerep SA THOMAS D, J. BROOKS, 12/4/53, NY. 


Enclosed pls. find amendea pes. 2, 2A, 3, 3A, 4, 
4A,5,5A,10,13,and 13A of rerep setting out com-— 
plete documentation. It is requested that the 
Bureau insert instant pgs. in their copies of 
rerep. 


WW copies and copy for .INS has bee amended. | 


e ahd 


RMATION CONTAINED, ‘A. C. 


PATE SEREINJ UYCLAS Oy eet rips : ae 


Yi intra office use return ‘this with —— to 
_ action taken or explanation.) 
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tes ADDRES*%. OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


’) 


ei WED FROM 


ba 


: 
AUL Q 


STATE, DEPT_OHB 


ce eles 
Ol ihee ayy 
fo tay 


FBL Liaison: 


Res 
YI 
V 
Residences 


Bureau File Number: 


Passport Numbers: 
Attorneys 


nravel Plans: 

Port of Departure: 

Date of Departures 
Means of Transportation: 
Proposed Length of Stay: 


Countries to be Visited: 


Purpose of Trip: 


| % 
ay BP We ; 
oN / EN 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE se 
WASHINGTON Se 


July 26, 1960 
For Information Only 


Gerda Lerner 
Born: April 30, 1920 
Place: Vienna, Austria 


33-60 21 Street, 
Long Island City 6, New York 


Unknown 


1251805 issued October 15, 1958; 
renewed July 11, 1960 at New York 


None 


New York 

October 1960 

Air - Pan American 

Two months e 
England, Denmark, Sweden, 
Switzerland, France, es and 
Spain 


Visiting relatives aiid tourism 


PASSFORT OFFICE,” 77 ~ 43 @/3 


| REG. RETO 
| e ire PI/L - Robert D. Johnson 
Pay ad lp a 
| 26 3 ( Lerner) Ab /xk> 3 
res -267 NOT RECORDED 
Ne ee 7 AUG 19 pg f 
hell oon 
: . oxy AS at hie, TTON CON Dabs ‘ 
: 960" iu ce p A 
Lae | aN 
C DATE, 
ie et i : 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE we 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


_ ,besnor stated he plenned to depart from the port j 
rk in October, 1969, via Pan Amorican Word *izusy 


~ y ond Spain, visiting relatives ond touring. 


Svea Leener stated he wes Born June 17, 1913, at wf ApS 
Philadelphis, Penneylvenia, and is married to Gerda Lerner. Hie 
erased "ufone as cut ust geaeg ten tntgg eee 

. Eee FOeee Jing address 15 40 GletieHa-Little Tradl od 

. Huntiagton, Leng Lal nd, New York, | : . S 


of ¢ 


under 
It i conclusions of... : 
° 1S the pranan 7 
! : / the FBI and is 19-.. he a er Bit RELATION CONTARITED 
| ENCLOSUHE re ep its content: - ~e Oe cy 0 By a 
° istri uted MAb AA wan... e 
~ : ; : ee 7 oateid QE ew ma tee ‘ am — 5 
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DIRECTOR, FBI — f20f6b 
SAC, WEO 


KOPEL LEANER, aka 


) 
| {iG d0-s2906). | 
NY #100-97573) | | | | 
a | genon weonnGPberwen, aka £6 i - 
ie leases) - RUC - 7 (A As 
NY #100-96769 | 


oe 


Fai ‘ "26 mn 


~ ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN 


| ReN¥let to WEO dated 10/17/61, requesting check 
of eter Offices 


«Enclosed are six copies ¥t6° the Bureau and two te 
NY of a letterhead memorandum suitable for ee seem net on: 


: SA PHILIP H. WILSON reviewed es subjecté*. passport 
- €files at the oho Office, Department of State, WDC, on. 
_- Al/el and 11/16/61. 


For information of the NY Division, these files 
reflected no information indicating that the subjects traveled 
te oe in 1962, Also, for information, the peeepore application 
 @€ GERDA HEDWIG LEANER filed on 10/10/58, (not previously 
_ furnished), revealed that she planned te visit with relatives 
and take a two months’ pleasure trip to England, France, italy. 
: Switgdrland, Austria and Spain, departing from the port of 
New York, via sir on 12/16/58. In response, the Passport Office . 
issued her passport number, (1251805, on 10/15/58, whic passport 
ts mentioned in relet. 


(3)- Bureau (Enes. 6) - 
- ee York fees. 2)( RM) 


res . | Tro - -4-BG6/3.-~ &.? | 


NOT PT ASAD 
178 NOV 22 1961 


1 
‘ 


Co p ‘ 
age? ' 


| . . or a ge mrenuems f eemates 


Re dae cated ca nee a Se fob yest Sors, eth bbot ee kis Le oe ene 
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Nes 
1 - Mr. Kitchens 
) SAC, Washington Field (100-32996) December 4, 1961 
(100-20645) 

Director, FBI (100-267253) 

Joo- 4. 36613 

KOPEL LERNER 
av SECURITY MATTER - C 


ro as 
ay 
Ne 


GERDA HEDWIG LERNER 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Reurlet 11/20/61. 


“* According to Bureau of Vital Statistics, Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania, subject's true name is Kopel Lerner and Bureau 
file does not indicate that he has ever used the name of 
Copel. Lerner. 


The Washington Field Office is requested to recheck 


- records of the Passport Office, Department of State, to 


determine if subject's name is listed as Copel or Kopel Lerner. 


Advise the Bureau of any changes necessary to 
relet or its enclosure. 


.2 ="New York (100-97573) (100-96769) 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 


Security Index cards on subjects canceled 1955, 
They reside New York City. Relet contains information 
concerning renewal of subjects' passports. 


TWK: cad 
(8) 


MAILED 20 
DEC 1 = 1961 
COMM-FBI 


ALL INFORMATION co 


DEC Lig — soe 


* 


MAIL ROOM ~ TELETYPE UNIT 


mL fran je OQ — LG PAS FP ~ S 7 


. 
ih 


ORIG 


HW 46303 
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2 ET PIE EEC WE SF SRS RENEE SEER BE ne ES 


| : P es 
| 12/20/61 


WFO (100-32990) BUC. 


r $ is ee. a me, : 
ow pc his error etiliaed ve 
pacwre ting COPEL LERNER Ay WFO, 10/17/61, (iatereffice) °°. 
request ing review of promesde files of gubj ect and. wize, GERDA 
#2G LERNER, utiliged this caption. a 


era 


F Hew York should. determine 4? subjedt bas 
spl WEREER & prouptly advise — Passport files. & uot 
show , subject uping name COPE tL, LERNER 


ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN//77 3 


os 
Ne 


if “ e 
7 a: L i Nee i % 
17 MOE! PF ABE OO 
Se 


NOT PECORDED 
184 JAN 2 1962 


pee EE 
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Se. 


FBI LIAISON: 


._ RE: 


RESIDENCE: 

BUREAU, FILE NUMBER: 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 
PASSPORT NUMBER: 


ATTORNEY : 


TRAVEL PLANS 

PORT OF DEPARTURE: 
“DATE OF DEPARTURE: 

MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION: 

PROPOSED LENGTH OF STAY: 

COUNTRIES TO BE VISITED: 


PURPOSE OF TRIP: 


2 ee ae 


be you ing slip foy 
‘ oxy sw he 


| w\ 
54 JAN 27 1966 
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C DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON t 


FOR ern ONLY 


Gerda Lerner 
April 30, 1920 
Vienna, Austria 


33-60 21st Street 
Astoria 6, New York 


96 76h 


pate issued Oct. 31, 1962; renewed 


Jan. 6, 1966 at New York 
New York 
Indefinite 
ae 100-4 366/3 — 
ae NOT RECORDED 
Unknown - 10 JAN 261966 
Unknown en cd 
Unknown 
PASSPORT OFFICE 
PT/L - ROBERT D. JOHNSON 


"avr \INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ALNATBY.S01CS OS 


: = aooo*e fp f 
re af _ M en = j , | la yf 
9 = DEPARTMENT OF STATE ==” ih. iI a 
Washington, D.C. 20520 ; y i 


‘FBI LIAISON: FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
Oo 


A RE? Gerda LERNER 
BORN: April 30, 1920 
PLACE: Austria 


RESIDENCE: 33-60 21st Street 
al Astoria, New York 11106 
BUREAU FILE NUMBER: Unknown /00- YI6 G/F 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: Unknown 
PASSPORT NUMBER :. JO80582 issued January 19, 1968 
at New York 
' ATTORNEY : 
. “TRAVEL PLANS 
PORT OF DEPARTURE: New York 
DATE OF DEPARTURE: on, 22 Summer 1968 
MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION: Air 
PROPOSED LENGTH OF STAY: Two months 
COUNTRIES TO BE VISITED: Switzerland, Israel, India and 
‘ ous countries en route 
PURPOSE OF TRIP: Tourism and visit daughter and 
\ ' other relatives 
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